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Evolution of the Fairfax County
Early Learning Guidelines

There is growing national interest in how and what 
children learn, both in terms of learning process and 
learning outcomes.  In recent years, advances in science 
and technology have helped shed light on how learning 
takes place in the brain, and just how early that process 
begins.  Research now tells us that 85% of a child’s 
social, emotional and intellectual skills are in place by the 
age of five.

At the same time, federal mandates such as No Child 
Left Behind have required school systems to take a closer 
look at what children should be learning and how that 
learning should be documented.

Woven together, these two strands have increased 
attention on the critical impact of early childhood education 
on K-12 school success.

As one of three regional jurisdictions receiving a 
2005 Virginia Smart Beginnings grant, Fair fax County 
created a community partnership which is called The 
Fairfax County School Readiness Collaborative to develop 
innovative approaches to help early childhood education 
professionals gain the skills they need to support the 
school readiness of the young children in their care.

Members of the Collaborative, including Fairfax 
County’s Office for Children, Fair fax County Public 
Schools (FCPS), Fair fax County Head Start, Northern 
Virginia Community College, and Fairfax Futures, believed 
the development of early learning guidelines was the 
cornerstone of its efforts to strengthen quality early 
childhood education in Fairfax County.  The Head Start 
Outcome Framework, the FCPS Pre-K and Kindergarten 
Program of Studies, as well as early learning guidelines 
from numerous states provided rich background.  The 
significant work of many individuals contributed to the 
design, content, and piloting of this document, as 
described in the acknowledgements.
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Framework to Support Quality 
Early Childhood Education in Fairfax County 

Introduction  

Throughout the nation, within the Commonwealth of Virginia, and in Fairfax County, 
there is a growing interest in the crucial relationship between early learning and later 
school success.  In addition, recommendations at all three levels are strongly expressing 
the need to align the expectations for the education of young children with the expectations 
of the public school.  This alignment of the Early Learning Guidelines with the FCPS 
Program of Studies creates a continuum of learning from birth through grade 12 in Fairfax 
County.

 The Early Learning Guidelines provide a framework for using what we now know 
about the importance of the early years to support later school success.  This framework 
has been built around a set of assumptions that are reflected in all aspects of the 
Guidelines.  These assumptions give early childhood educators in Fairfax County an 
opportunity to:

· consolidate our understanding of young children as active learners; 
· define a process for planning a curriculum in the early years;
· plan a comprehensive approach to their professional development; 
· build partnerships with parents/families through regular communication about 

observed child behaviors; 
· strengthen communication and coordination with K-12 systems.

View of the Child

Young children, as we now know, are building the 
neural connections for learning from even before birth.   
The role of supportive, positive relationships cannot be 
over-emphasized as important to the positive, healthy  
development of children.  

The Early Learning Guidelines (ELG) that follow  
suggest environments for learning that focus on the 
whole child’s development and support variability within 
a developmental continuum. Young children should be 
seen as capable, developing positively within the con-
text of family and community, and possessing positive 
attributes and dispositions for learning.

“Children learn through their 
important relationships (social 
learning); they learn when they 
feel good and are engaged 
and motivated in what they are 
learning (emotional learning); 
and they learn when they are 
making sense of their world 
(intellectual learning).  One 
type of learning…is not more 
important than another, since 
for children to learn—social, 
emotional and intellectual 
learning all go together.”
(Families and Work Institute p.2)
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Role of Curriculum for Early Learning

Curriculum for young children is based in their primary learning mode - play.  As 
the ELG are used to plan curriculum, young children need to be active learners, making 
choices among appropriate activities and materials, developing persistence and problem-
solving skills, and learning to work with and among others.  Developmentally appropriate 
curriculum is child-centered, rather than adult-centered, but is orchestrated by the adult 
to meet young children’s needs.  Using the ELG, adults must be careful observers of 
children’s interests, progress, and learning, and be adept at using multiple techniques 
to craft the curriculum to the individual children in their care.  The domains and 
benchmarks provide a framework for this curriculum planning so children can experience a 
comprehensive program during their early years.  The dispositions and skills that children 
develop when they are young serve as the base for successful learning in elementary 
school and beyond.

Professional Development  

Early childhood educators can also use ELG to assess their own professional growth, 
highlighting strengths and achievements, and pinpointing areas for continued growth. In-
dividuals can review the ELG to ensure that they have a sound knowledge base in each of 

the domains.

In addition, the ELG can be a use-
ful tool for educators to use when com-
municating with parents/families, other 
educators, and interested professionals 
about children by providing an authentic 
record of the child’s growth.  This ability 
to describe a child’s development over 
time will demonstrate the professionalism 
of the provider.
 

Partnerships with Families

Parents and families are children’s first and most significant teachers.  Research has 
demonstrated conclusively that when parents are involved in their children’s schooling, 
children are more successful.  In the early childhood setting, parents begin the process 
of learning to interact with their children’s teachers, and this sets the stage for future 
participation in school settings.  ELG can support parents’ learning about their children, 
demonstrating how learning takes place through typical early childhood experiences, and 
how these experiences support the development of skills needed later in the K-12 setting.  
Families should also be invited to become partners in the use and implementation of the 
ELG, including sharing language and cultural practices that provide vital connections to the 
child’s family and heritage.

“Well-educated, knowledgeable, and caring 
teachers are the key to positive outcomes for 
children. Efforts to create early learning standards 
must be accompanied by in-depth professional 
development, coaching, and mentoring for 
teachers, administrators, and teacher educators 
- not just about the standards themselves but 
about appropriate curriculum, teaching strategies, 
relationships, and assessment tools that together 
make up a systematic approach to improving 
outcomes for all children.”

(NAEYC and NAECS/SDE p.10).
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Coordination with K-12 School Settings

ELG focus on children’s developing competencies and the ways that early childhood 
programs can enhance and document their development.  Since the ELG are aligned 
with existing standards of the Program of Studies for grades within the Fairfax County 
Public Schools, the continuum of learning becomes seamless.  The children who enter 
kindergarten on the first day of the school year are the same children who, the previous 
week, were enrolled in early care and education programs.  It is crucial that young children 
are supported in their early development in ways that promote the acquisition of skills 

and positive attitudes towards learning.  This will lead to 
school success.  

 
The ELG provide a framework for supporting children 

through a seamless continuum between and among 
programs and settings.  But the ELG are guidelines, 
not restrictive criteria used to find failure in children. 
They are developmental references, not discrete 
achievements; they are illustrations of progress, not final 
outcomes; they are whole-child centered, not domain 
restrictive; they are integrated across development, not 
separated into discrete tasks.  The ELG are used to 
support child development and program planning; they 
are not used to exclude children from participation or 
highlight perceived deficiencies.

The ELG can, however, be useful in helping identify 
children who have or might develop special needs.  If 
a child seems to be struggling, or not progressing over 

time through the progression of developmental 
benchmarks, early childhood educators can work 
with parents to identify available resources such 
as Child Find to help them better understand the 
causes underlying their observations and concerns.

 The ELG should also be works in progress.  
Given the fluidity of children’s development, our ex-
panding knowledge about the processes of devel-
opment and learning, and the unique communities 
from which children come, there should always be 
openness to adapting or changing ELG as needs 
dictate.  Families and communities must also be 
involved in both the development of and the review 
of the ELG, as should be schools and other stake-
holders in the community.  

“High-quality early 
childhood education can 
promote intellectual, 
language, physical, social, 
and emotional development, 
creating school readiness 
and building a foundation 
for later academic and 
social competence. By 
defining the desired content 
and outcomes of young 
children’s education, early 
learning standards can lead 
to greater opportunities 
for positive development 
and learning in these early 
years.”

(NAEYC and NAECS/SDE 

“…to succeed in school, children 
require a specific set of social and 
emotional characteristics... These 
characteristics include confidence, 
curiosity, intentionality, self-
control, relatedness, capacity to 
communicate, cooperativeness...  
These characteristics equip children 
with a ‘school literacy’ more basic 
than knowledge of numbers and 
letters. It is these characteristics 
that are most closely associated 
with school success.”

(Zero to Three Heart Start p.1).
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Structure of the Early Learning Guidelines

The ELG were written for young children in early childhood education programs in  
Fair fax County, including centers, preschools, and family child care homes.  The 
organizational structure has been designed so that early childhood educators in these 
settings can readily use the ELG as a reference tool in observing children, documenting 
their growth, and planning a quality early childhood program.  

There are several organizing features to the structure of Fairfax County’s Early Learning 
Guidelines:

 Domains  Domains have been selected from the Head Start Child Outcomes Framework.  
They provide a useful way to organize information for purposes of planning curriculum 
that supports children’s development in all areas of growth and learning.  It is important 
to remember, however, the domains are not meant to fragment the child’s learning into 
isolated, discrete learning tasks.  For example, many learning experiences will cross many 
domains.  As a result, the ELG support a focus on the whole child.  Each of the eight 
domains is identified by a set of letters, followed by numbered sub-categories and lettered 
benchmarks to streamline documentation of children’s progress.

 Developmental progression  Developmental progression, from infancy to age five or pre-
K, illustrates the progress or growth that will occur during the early years.  Because young 
children’s developmental timetables can be different, the ELG highlight developmental 
progressions, and are not intended to be linked to prescribed ages.  Teachers and parents 
should look for change over time as a measure of development, rather than expecting that 
each child will achieve competency at the same time in any domain.  Children should not 
be compared one to another; rather each child as a unique individual should be viewed as 
capable and eager to learn, as he/she achieves milestones at his/her pace. 

 Benchmarks, learning experiences, and indicators  Benchmarks, learning experiences, 
and indicators structure the process that should be used in planning curriculum for young 
children. 
 

· Benchmarks describe what we want children to be able to do as they progress in their 
development over time.  They are not comprehensive of all the potential development 
that will be seen.  Instead, the benchmarks were selected because they demonstrate 
key developmental behaviors.  The benchmarks have been clustered in three sections 
based on the work of Early Head Start with infants and toddlers, Head Start with 
young preschoolers, and FCPS Pre-K Program of Studies for older preschoolers. Within 
each sub-domain area, letters are used to identify each benchmark.

· Learning experiences highlight opportunities that adults can provide young children to 
engage them in benchmark-associated activities and behaviors.

· Indicators are those behaviors adults will observe as children engage in the sample 
learning experiences when children have mastered the developmental skills described 
by the benchmark.
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As early childhood professionals use the ELG to plan their program or curriculum for 
children and document children’s progress, they may find it useful to collect information in 
“Child Portfolios.”  Portfolios are useful tools for recording individual children’s progress 
over time. 

 Using ELG as a structure, early childhood educators can organize these portfolios to 
capture what children can actually do in each of the domains over time.  This provides the 
clearest and most accurate picture of each child’s development in a format that is easy to 
share with parents.  By collecting representative samples of children’s work, and providing 
narrative and graphic evidence of achievement, teachers can document learning and plan 
more effectively for further growth. 

The documentation process used in creating a portfolio can become part of 
an assessment system.  An assessment system based on ELG will:

   ✔  help a teacher get to know a child by collecting many types of 
evidence of the child’s learning;

   ✔  provide information that can directly be used to plan learning 
experiences for individual children and groups of children;

   ✔  track children’s progress to ensure that every child is progressing in 
all areas;

   ✔  supply documentation to help identify children who may benefit from 
referral to early intervention services;

   ✔  organize information for assessments, progress reports, and other 
forms of communication for parents or a child’s next teacher, 
including the kindergarten teacher, as one way of supporting a 
smooth transition.

By using the ELG in such a comprehensive fashion, early childhood educators will have 
a guide that helps them assess their programs, gain deeper understanding of individual 
children, and make good decisions to support children’s progress in learning.  As a result, 
early childhood educators will be able to select appropriate curriculum and plan specific 
learning experiences so children can demonstrate what they have learned.  All of these 
professional skills can lead to the creation of a quality early childhood experience for young 
children that will contribute to their successful transition to kindergarten and their success 
in school. 
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Early Learning Guidelines 
Chart of Domains 
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9

a.
 S

ho
w

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 s
el

f 
re

gu
la

te
 w

he
n 

up
se

t.
b.

 D
is

pl
ay

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 in
iti

at
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

.
c.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
ex

hi
bi

t 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 
ex

pr
es

si
on

s 
of

 e
m

ot
io

n.

d.
 S

ho
w

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 e
xp

re
ss

in
g 

fe
el

in
gs

, n
ee

ds
, a

nd
 o

pi
ni

on
s 

in
 

di
ffi

cu
lt 

si
tu

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 c

on
fli

ct
s 

w
ith

ou
t 
ha

rm
in

g 
th

em
se

lv
es

, o
th

er
s,

 
or

 p
ro

pe
rt

y.
e.

 D
ev

el
op

 g
ro

w
in

g 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 

ho
w

 t
he

ir 
ac

tio
ns

 a
ff

ec
t 
ot

he
rs

 a
nd

 
be

gi
n 

to
 a

cc
ep

t 
th

e 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es
 o

f 
th

ei
r 
ac

tio
ns

.
f. 

D
is

pl
ay

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 c

ap
ac

ity
 t
o 

fo
llo

w
 

ru
le

s 
an

d 
ro

ut
in

es
 a

nd
 u

se
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 
pu

rp
os

ef
ul

ly,
 s

af
el

y,
 a

nd
 r

es
pe

ct
fu

lly
.

g.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t 

pe
rs

on
al

 r
ig

ht
s 

an
d 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s.

 
h.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
so

lv
e 

pe
rs

on
al

 a
nd

 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

 p
ro

bl
em

s.
i. 

U
nd

er
st

an
d 

an
d 

fo
llo

w
 c

la
ss

ro
om

 
ru

le
s 

an
d 

ro
ut

in
es

. 

2
. 
S

el
f-C

on
tr

ol
Th

e 
m

or
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

pr
ac

tic
e 

se
lf-

co
nt

ro
l, 

th
e 

ea
si

er
 it

 is
 f
or

 t
he

m
 t

o 
ex

pr
es

s 
th

em
se

lv
es

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

ly
. 
W

ith
 s

el
f-c

on
tr

ol
, 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

liv
es

 b
ec

om
e 

m
or

e 
ba

la
nc

ed
 a

nd
 f
oc

us
ed

 a
nd

 t
he

y 
le

ar
n 

to
 c

op
e 

w
ith

 n
ew

 c
ha

lle
ng

es
 in

 e
ve

ry
da

y 
lif

e.
  
S

el
f-c

on
tr

ol
 h

el
ps

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
fu

nc
tio

n 
in

 a
 g

ro
up

.

• 
N

ot
ic

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

 d
if
fe

re
nc

es
 in

 h
ow

 in
fa

nt
s 

se
lf-

re
gu

la
te

.  
H

el
p 

th
em

 r
ep

ea
t 
th

os
e 

ac
tio

ns
 

su
ch

 a
s 

pl
ac

in
g 

fis
t 
in

 m
ou

th
 t
o 

ca
lm

 d
ow

n.
• 

G
iv

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 t

o 
fe

ed
 

th
em

se
lv

es
. 

• 
U

se
 w

or
ds

 t
o 

he
lp

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
de

sc
rib

e 
th

ei
r 

em
ot

io
ns

 a
nd

 r
ed

ire
ct

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 o
th

er
 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 t
o 

he
lp

 t
he

m
 s

et
tle

 t
he

ir 
em

ot
io

ns
.

• 
C

al
m

s 
se

lf 
w

ith
 t

oy
s 

or
 o

th
er

  
 

  
 m

at
er

ia
ls

.
• 

G
ra

bs
 f
or

 s
po

on
 w

he
n 

be
in

g 
fe

d,
  

  
 t

ry
in

g 
to

 f
ee

d 
se

lf.
• 

S
ee

ks
 a

du
lt 

as
si

st
an

ce
 w

he
n 

  
  
  

  
 u

ps
et

 

• 
R

ea
d 

an
d 

di
sc

us
s 

bo
ok

s 
ab

ou
t 

di
ffi

cu
lt 

si
tu

at
io

ns
 t

ha
t 

ch
ild

re
n 

m
ay

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
. 

• 
D

is
pl

ay
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

th
at

 s
ho

w
 e

m
ot

io
ns

.
• 

C
re

at
e 

si
m

pl
e 

ru
le

s 
fo

r 
da

ily
 r

ou
tin

es
 u

si
ng

 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

w
or

ds
 a

nd
 p

os
t 

th
em

 f
or

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 “
re

ad
.”

  

• 
At

te
m

pt
s 

to
 s

ol
ve

 d
iffi

cu
lt 

si
tu

at
io

ns
 w

ith
ou

t 
ad

ul
t 

as
si

st
an

ce
. 

• 
S

to
m

ps
 f
ee

t,
 s

ay
in

g,
 “

I a
m

 m
ad

.”
 

• 
R

em
in

ds
 o

th
er

s 
of

 r
ul

es
 a

nd
 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
es

.

• 
H

av
e 

th
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

as
si

st
 in

 m
ak

in
g 

a 
lis

t 
of

 t
hi

ng
s 

to
 r

em
em

be
r 

w
he

n 
us

in
g 

ce
rt

ai
n 

m
at

er
ia

ls
, 
su

ch
 a

s 
w

oo
dw

or
ki

ng
 t

oo
ls

. 
 A

dd
 

pi
ct

ur
es

 t
o 

th
e 

w
or

ds
.

• 
As

k 
ch

ild
re

n 
ho

w
 t

he
y 

w
ou

ld
 r

es
ol

ve
 a

 
co

nfl
ic

t.
• 

U
se

 g
ro

up
 m

ee
tin

gs
 t

o 
br

ai
ns

to
rm

 s
ol

ut
io

ns
 

w
he

n 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

ar
is

e.

• 
R

em
in

ds
 o

th
er

s 
of

 t
he

 b
es

t 
w

ay
s 

to
 u

se
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 o
r 

ac
t 

du
rin

g 
pl

ay
 

tim
e.

• 
Ta

lk
s 

ab
ou

t 
th

ei
r 

fe
el

in
gs

 a
nd

 t
he

 
fe

el
in

gs
 o

f 
ot

he
rs

. 
• 

S
ol

ve
s 

pr
ob

le
m

s 
w

ith
 p

ee
rs

.
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• 
D

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

th
e 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o 
ne

go
tia

te
 w

he
n 

w
or

ki
ng

 a
nd

 p
la

yi
ng

 
w

ith
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 c
la

ss
ro

om
 

du
tie

s.
• 

Ta
ke

s 
ca

re
 o

f 
so

m
e 

of
 p

er
so

na
l 

be
lo

ng
in

gs
.

• 
B

eg
in

s 
to

 o
ff

er
 s

ol
ut

io
ns

 
to

 p
ro

bl
em

s 
w

ith
ou

t 
ad

ul
t 

su
pe

rv
is

io
n.
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0

S
o

ci
a
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a
n

d
 E

m
o

ti
o

n
a
l 

D
ev
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o
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m
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t 

(S
E
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a.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

sh
ow

 in
te

re
st

 in
 p

ee
rs

 a
nd

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
 c

ar
in

g 
co

op
er

at
io

n.
b.

 D
em

on
st

ra
te

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 s
el

f-
as

se
rt

io
n.

 

c.
 In

cr
ea

se
 a

bi
lit

ie
s 

to
 s

us
ta

in
 

in
te

ra
ct

io
ns

 w
ith

 p
ee

rs
 b

y 
he

lp
in

g,
 

sh
ar

in
g,

 a
nd

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n.

d.
 S

ho
w

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

bi
lit

ie
s 

to
 u

se
 

co
m

pr
om

is
e 

an
d 

di
sc

us
si

on
 in

 
w

or
ki

ng
, 
pl

ay
in

g,
 a

nd
 r

es
ol

vi
ng

 
co

nfl
ic

ts
.

e.
 D

ev
el

op
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
bi

lit
ie

s 
to

 g
iv

e 
an

d 
ta

ke
 in

 in
te

ra
ct

io
ns

; 
to

 t
ak

e 
tu

rn
s 

in
 g

am
es

 o
r 

us
in

g 
m

at
er

ia
ls

; 
an

d 
to

 in
te

ra
ct

 w
ith

ou
t 

be
in

g 
ov

er
ly

 
su

bm
is

si
ve

 o
r 

di
re

ct
iv

e.
 

f.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t 

pe
rs

on
al

 r
ig

ht
s 

an
d 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s.

 
g.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
so

lv
e 

pe
rs

on
al

 a
nd

 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

 p
ro

bl
em

s.
 

3
. 
C

oo
pe

ra
ti

on
Th

ro
ug

h 
co

op
er

at
io

n,
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

le
ar

n 
ho

w
 t

o 
liv

e 
in

 t
he

 w
or

ld
 a

ro
un

d 
th

em
. 
Th

is
 le

ad
s 

to
 s

uc
ce

ss
 in

 s
ch

oo
l, 

by
 a

llo
w

in
g 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 le

ar
n 

ho
w

 t
o 

ge
t 

al
on

g 
an

d 
w

or
k 

to
ge

th
er

.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
m

an
y 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 f
or

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 
ob

se
rv

e 
an

d 
in

te
ra

ct
 w

ith
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

do
lls

 a
nd

 s
of

t 
an

im
al

s 
to

 im
ita

te
 

ca
rin

g 
be

ha
vi

or
.

• 
R

ol
l a

 b
al

l b
ac

k 
an

d 
fo

rt
h 

to
 h

el
p 

to
dd

le
rs

 
le

ar
n 

to
 g

iv
e 

an
d 

ta
ke

 a
s 

th
ey

 p
la

y 
w

ith
 

ot
he

rs
.

• 
Pa

ts
 a

du
lt 

on
 b

ac
k 

w
he

n 
be

in
g 

he
ld

.
• 

W
at

ch
es

 o
th

er
 c

hi
ld

re
n.

• 
R

ea
ch

es
 o

ut
 t

o 
to

uc
h 

an
ot

he
r 

in
fa

nt
’s

 f
ac

e.
• 

U
se

s 
w

or
ds

 li
ke

 “
m

in
e.

”

• 
En

co
ur

ag
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 b

ui
ld

 b
lo

ck
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

s 
in

 s
m

al
l g

ro
up

s.
  

• 
Pl

ay
 s

im
pl

e 
bo

ar
d 

ga
m

es
, 
su

ch
 a

s 
Te

dd
y 

B
ea

r 
B

in
go

, 
w

he
re

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ta

ke
 t

ur
ns

. 

• 
Jo

in
s 

in
 t

he
 p

la
y 

of
 o

th
er

s 
or

 a
sk

s 
ot

he
rs

 t
o 

jo
in

 in
 t

he
ir 

pl
ay

.
• 

Fo
llo

w
s 

si
m

pl
e 

ga
m

e 
di

re
ct

io
ns

.

• 
U

se
 a

 h
el

pe
rs

’ 
ch

ar
t 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 t

ur
n 

ta
ki

ng
 w

he
n 

do
in

g 
va

rio
us

 c
ho

re
s.

 
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

pe
rs

on
al

 c
ub

bi
es

 o
r 

st
or

ag
e 

fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 u

se
 t

o 
ke

ep
 t

he
ir 

pe
rs

on
al

 
be

lo
ng

in
gs

.
• 

Ac
t 

ou
t 

w
ay

s 
to

 s
ol

ve
 p

ro
bl

em
s 

du
rin

g 
dr

am
at

ic
 p

la
y.
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1

a.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

ac
ce

pt
 c

om
fo

rt
 f
ro

m
 

fa
m

ili
ar

 a
du

lts
.

b.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

sh
ow

 p
re

fe
re

nc
es

 t
ow

ar
d 

ot
he

r 
ch

ild
re

n.
c.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
re

sp
on

d 
sy

m
pa

th
et

ic
al

ly
 

to
 p

ee
rs

 w
ho

 a
re

 in
 n

ee
d,

 u
ps

et
, 
or

 
an

gr
y.

 

d.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 c
om

fo
rt

 in
 

ta
lk

in
g 

w
ith

 a
nd

 a
cc

ep
tin

g 
gu

id
an

ce
 

an
d 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 f
ro

m
 a

 r
an

ge
 o

f 
fa

m
ili

ar
 a

du
lts

.
e.

 S
ho

w
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

in
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
fr

ie
nd

sh
ip

s 
w

ith
 p

ee
rs

.
f.
 P

ro
gr

es
s 

in
 r

es
po

nd
in

g 
sy

m
pa

th
et

ic
al

ly
 t

o 
pe

er
s 

w
ho

 a
re

 
in

 n
ee

d,
 u

ps
et

, 
hu

rt
, 
or

 a
ng

ry
; 
an

d 
in

 e
xp

re
ss

in
g 

em
pa

th
y 

or
 c

ar
in

g 
fo

r 
ot

he
rs

.

g.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 t

ru
st

 
in

 a
du

lts
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

he
 r

ol
e 

an
d 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s 

of
 t

ho
se

 w
ho

 
pr

om
ot

e 
w

el
fa

re
 a

nd
 s

af
et

y 
of

 
ch

ild
re

n 
an

d 
ad

ul
ts

. 
h.

 D
em

on
st

ra
te

 t
he

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 t

ak
e 

tu
rn

s 
an

d 
in

te
ra

ct
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
ly

 w
ith

 
an

ot
he

r 
ch

ild
. 

4
. 
S

oc
ia

l R
el

at
io

ns
S

oc
ia

l r
el

at
io

ns
 h

av
e 

th
ei

r 
be

gi
nn

in
g 

in
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
 o

th
er

s.
  
S

oc
ia

l s
ki

lls
 t

ha
t 

in
vo

lv
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
th

at
 o

th
er

s 
ha

ve
 f
ee

lin
gs

 
ta

ke
 t

im
e 

to
 g

ro
w
. 
 A

s 
th

is
 h

ap
pe

ns
 o

ve
r 

tim
e,

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
se

ek
 o

ut
 p

ee
rs

 in
 t

he
ir 

pl
ay

.

• 
G

re
et

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ar
m

ly
 u

po
n 

ar
riv

al
.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
to

ys
, 
lik

e 
a 

ro
ck

in
g 

bo
at

 o
r 

a 
so

rt
in

g 
bo

x,
 w

he
re

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ca

n 
jo

in
 in

 w
ith

 o
th

er
s 

an
d 

pl
ay

 t
og

et
he

r.
• 

H
av

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
ho

ld
 h

an
ds

 d
ur

in
g 

tr
an

si
tio

ns
.

• 
S

m
ile

s 
at

 f
am

ili
ar

 a
du

lts
.

• 
Jo

in
s 

ot
he

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
in

 w
oo

de
n 

ro
ck

in
g 

bo
at

. 
• 

Is
 a

ff
ec

tio
na

te
 t

ow
ar

d 
fa

m
ili

ar
 

pe
op

le
.

• 
In

vi
te

 f
am

ily
 m

em
be

rs
 t

o 
vi

si
t 

an
d 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
e 

in
 d

ai
ly

 r
ou

tin
e.

• 
En

co
ur

ag
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 t
ha

t 
re

qu
ire

 c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

– 
ca

rr
yi

ng
 b

as
ke

ts
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f 
to

ys
, 
cl

ea
ni

ng
 u

p,
 

se
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in
g 
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e 
fo

r 
sn
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ks

.
• 

U
se

 p
up

pe
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bo

ok
s 

w
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 c
on

te
nt
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bo

ut
 

em
ot

io
ns

, 
an

d 
ph

ot
os

 p
or

tr
ay

in
g 

va
rio

us
 

fe
el

in
gs

 s
uc

h 
as

 h
ap

py
, 
sa

d,
 e

tc
. 
Ta

lk
 t

o 
th

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

fe
el

in
gs

.

• 
En

ga
ge

s 
in

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n 
w

ith
 

fa
m

ili
ar

 a
du

lts
.

• 
C

ho
os
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 t

o 
w

or
k 

w
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 t
he

 s
am

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
ov

er
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 p
er

io
d 

of
 t

im
e.

  
• 
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 o
th

er
 c
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ld
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n 

w
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m
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K
?”

• 
H
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e 

pa
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nt
s 
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ea
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to

 t
he

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ab

ou
t 

th
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r 
w

or
k.

• 
H

av
e 

th
e 

ch
ild

re
n 
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oo

se
 s

om
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ng

 t
o 
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d 
sh
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w
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 t
he

 o
th

er
 c

hi
ld
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 p
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 t
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l t
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. 
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W
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/h
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w
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 t
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. 
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O
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to
ys
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, 
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d 
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he
r 

m
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o 
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r 

ch
ild
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n.
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2

a.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

id
en

tif
y 

se
lf 

as
 a

 m
em

be
r 

of
 a

 f
am

ily
 o

r 
gr

ou
p.

 
b.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 s
im

ila
rit

ie
s 

an
d 

di
ff

er
en

ce
s 

am
on

g 
pe

op
le

.

c.
 D

ev
el

op
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

pe
rs

on
al

 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

tic
s,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
ge

nd
er

 a
nd

 
fa

m
ily

 c
om

po
si

tio
n.

d.
 P

ro
gr

es
s 

in
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 s
im

ila
rit

ie
s 

an
d 

re
sp

ec
tin

g 
di

ff
er

en
ce

s 
am

on
g 

pe
op

le
, s

uc
h 

as
 g

en
de

rs
, r

ac
e,

 
sp

ec
ia

l n
ee

ds
, c

ul
tu

re
, l

an
gu

ag
e,

 a
nd

 
fa

m
ily

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
s.

e.
 D

ev
el

op
 g

ro
w

in
g 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

 jo
bs

 
an

d 
w

ha
t 

is
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 p

er
fo

rm
 

th
em

.
f.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

ex
pr

es
s 

an
d 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 

co
nc

ep
ts

 a
nd

 la
ng

ua
ge

 o
f 
ge

og
ra

ph
y 

in
 c

on
te

xt
 o

f 
th

e 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

, 
ho

m
e,

 
an

d 
co

m
m

un
ity

.

g.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

a 
se

ns
e 

of
 s

el
f 
an

d 
fa

m
ily

 a
s 

m
em

be
rs

 o
f 
a 

co
m

m
un

ity
. 

h.
 B

ec
om

e 
aw

ar
e 

of
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 c
ul

tu
re

s 
w

ith
in

 t
he

ir 
ow

n 
an

d 
su

rr
ou

nd
in

g 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
.

i. 
B

eg
in

 t
o 

ex
pl

or
e 

m
ap

 s
ki

lls
.

5
. 
K

no
w

le
dg

e 
of

 F
am

ili
es

 a
nd

 C
om

m
un

it
ie

s
As

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
in

te
ra

ct
 w

ith
 t

he
ir 

fa
m

ili
es

, 
pe

op
le

 in
 t

he
ir 

ch
ild

 c
ar

e 
se

tt
in

g 
an

d 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
, 
th

ey
 b

eg
in

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

a 
se

ns
e 

of
 b

el
on

gi
ng

 a
nd

 a
n 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

 t
he

ir 
so

ci
al

 w
or

ld
. 
W

hi
le

 le
ar

ni
ng

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
ir 

ow
n 

fa
m

ili
es

, 
th

ey
 le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t 
th

ei
r 

cu
ltu

re
. 
In

 g
ro

up
 s

et
tin

gs
 li

ke
 c

hi
ld

 c
ar

e,
 t

he
y 

ca
n 

le
ar

n 
to

 b
ec

om
e 

aw
ar

e 
of

 t
he

 d
if

fe
re

nc
es

 a
m

on
g 

pe
op

le
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

re
s,

 w
hi

ch
 c

an
 h

el
p 

th
em

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
e 

ef
fe

ct
iv

el
y 

in
 t

he
ir 

w
or

ld
. 

• 
H

av
e 

pa
re

nt
s 

br
in

g 
in

 c
op

ie
s 

of
 f
am

ily
 p

ho
to

s.
 

Pl
ac

e 
th

em
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
ro

om
.

• 
W

ith
 in

fa
nt

s 
as

k,
 “

W
ho

 is
 t

hi
s?

” 
w

he
n 

re
fe

rr
in

g 
to

 a
 m

em
be

r 
of

 t
he

ir 
fa

m
ily

.
• 

R
ea

d 
bo

ok
s 

ab
ou

t 
fa

m
ili

es
, 
su

ch
 a

s 
Ar

e 
Yo

u 
M

y 
M

ot
he

r?
 a

nd
 B

la
ck

 is
 B

la
ck

.

• 
S

m
ile

s 
w

he
n 

fa
m

ily
 m

em
be

r 
en

te
rs

    
  
 t

he
 d

oo
r.

• 
Id

en
tifi

es
 f
am

ily
 m

em
be

r 
in

 p
ho

to
s.

• 
U

se
 p

ro
ps

 in
 t

he
 d

ra
m

at
ic

 p
la

y 
ar

ea
 t

ha
t 

re
fle

ct
 t

he
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
fa

m
ily

 li
fe

.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

bo
ok

s 
in

 v
ar

io
us

 la
ng

ua
ge

s.
• 

Ta
ke

 fi
el

d 
tr

ip
s 

to
 b

us
in

es
se

s 
in

 t
he

 
ne

ig
hb

or
ho

od
.

• 
U

se
 m

ap
 c

ar
pe

ts
 w

ith
 t

ra
ns

po
rt

at
io

n 
to

ys
.

• 
S

ay
s 

su
ch

 t
hi

ng
s 

as
, 
“I

 h
av

e 
a 

si
st

er
/b

ro
th

er
,”

 e
tc

.
• 

Ac
ts

 o
ut

 a
du

lt 
w

or
k 

ro
le

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
po

lic
e 

of
fic

er
, 
fir

e 
fig

ht
er

, 
te

ac
he

r, 
et

c.
• 

S
ay

s 
w

ha
t 

he
/s

he
 w

an
ts

 t
o 

be
 

w
he

n 
he

/s
he

 g
ro

w
s 

up
. 
  

• 
R

ec
og

ni
ze

s 
la

nd
m

ar
ks

 in
 t

he
 

ne
ig

hb
or

ho
od

. 
• 

U
se

s 
w

or
ds

 t
o 

de
sc

rib
e 

lo
ca

tio
n 

of
 

ob
je

ct
s 

in
 t

he
ir 

w
or

ld
.

• 
H

av
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

dr
aw

 f
am

ily
 p

or
tr

ai
ts

. 
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

fo
od

s 
fr

om
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 c
ul

tu
re

s 
in

 d
ai

ly
 

m
en

us
.

• 
S

et
 u

p 
an

 e
xh

ib
it 

of
 t

oo
ls

, 
cl

ot
hi

ng
 o

r 
ob

je
ct

s 
us

ed
 lo

ng
 a

go
.

• 
U

se
 b

lo
ck

s,
 t

ru
ck

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

pr
op

s 
to

 b
ui

ld
 a

 
pr

et
en

d 
to

w
n.

• 
Id

en
tifi

es
 w

ay
s 

pe
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le
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re
 a

lik
e 

an
d 

di
ff

er
en

t.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 a

n 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 c

ul
tu

ra
l d

iff
er

en
ce

s 
(fo

od
, c

lo
th

in
g,

 a
nd

 h
ou

si
ng

).
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
 t

ha
t 
a 

m
ap

 
re

pr
es

en
ts

 a
 p

la
ce

.
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g.
 M

ak
e 

de
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si
on

s 
an

d 
ch

oi
ce

s 
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ou
t 

w
ha

t 
th

ey
 w

an
t.

 
h.

 D
ev

el
op

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s 

an
d 

th
in

ki
ng

 
sk

ill
s 

fo
r 

in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 a
nd

 
m

ak
in

g 
de

ci
si

on
s.

• 
In

cr
ea

se
 t

he
 c

ho
ic

es
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

to
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

an
d 

as
k 

th
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o 

pl
an

 w
ha

t 
th

ey
 w

ill
 d

o 
fir

st
, 
ne

xt
, 

an
d 

la
st

.
• 

H
av

e 
ch
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n 
ex

pl
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e 
a 
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n 
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ec
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g 
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 t
hi

ng
s 
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, 
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m
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in

g 
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se

s.

• 
S

ta
te

s 
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ef
er

en
ce

s.
• 

Pr
ed

ic
ts

 w
ha

t 
m

ig
ht

 h
ap

pe
n 

ne
xt

.
• 

S
ho

w
s 

cu
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si
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 b
y 

sa
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s 
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e 
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on

de
r 

w
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w

ill
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if 
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3

a.
 S

ho
w

 a
n 

in
te

re
st

 in
 t

he
 w

or
ld

 a
ro

un
d 

th
em

. 
b.

 S
ee

k 
ou

t 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

 t
ha

t 
ar

e 
in

te
re

st
in

g 
an

d 
st

im
ul

at
in

g.
c.

 D
em

on
st

ra
te

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 
se

lf-
in

iti
at

e.

d.
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 a
n 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
 v

ar
ie

ty
 

of
 t

as
ks

 a
nd

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
.

e.
 D

ev
el

op
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

in
de

pe
nd

en
t 

ch
oi

ce
s.

f.
 A

pp
ro

ac
h 

ta
sk

s 
an

d 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 w

ith
 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
fle

xi
bi

lit
y,

 im
ag

in
at

io
n,

 a
nd

 
in

ve
nt

iv
en

es
s.

1
. 
In

it
ia

ti
ve

 a
nd

 C
ur

io
si

ty
At

tit
ud

es
 li

ke
 in

iti
at

iv
e 

an
d 

cu
rio

si
ty

 c
an

 b
e 

nu
rt

ur
ed

 b
y 

le
ar

ni
ng

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ts

 t
ha

t 
ar

e 
ric

h 
in

 s
tim

ul
at

in
g 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 a

nd
 m

ea
ni

ng
fu

l e
xp

er
ie

nc
es
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si
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ng
 w
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 p
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iti
ve

 d
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n 

th
at

 c
an

 in
flu

en
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 t
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ir 
fe

el
in
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 a

bo
ut

 s
ch

oo
l a

nd
 t

he
 

lik
el

ih
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d 
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 t

he
y 

w
ill

 b
e 

su
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es
sf

ul
 in
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an

ag
in

g 
sc

ho
ol

-re
la

te
d 

ta
sk

s.
 

• 
Pl

ac
e 

ne
w

 t
oy

s 
in

 a
 b

ab
y’

s 
vi

su
al

 fi
el

d 
so

 
he

/s
he

 c
an

 r
ea

ch
 f
or

 o
r 

m
ov

e 
to

w
ar

ds
 t

he
se

 
ne

w
 o

bj
ec

ts
. 

• 
Ta

ke
 a

 c
hi

ld
 o

ut
do

or
s,

 n
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in
g 

an
d 

ta
lk

in
g 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
th

in
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 b
ot

h 
se

e 
in

 t
he

 
en

vi
ro
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en

t.
• 

R
ot

at
e 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 
pl

ay
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 t
ha

t 
ar

e 
di

sp
la

ye
d 

on
 s

he
lv

es
 w

ith
in

 a
 c

hi
ld

’s
 r

ea
ch

.

• 
M

ov
es

 g
az

e 
to

 n
ew

 o
bj

ec
ts

, 
m

ov
in

g 
ar

m
s 

an
d 

le
gs

 t
o 

sh
ow

 p
le

as
ur

e,
 o

r 
tr

yi
ng

 t
o 

gr
ab

 n
ew

 o
bj

ec
ts

.
• 

C
oo

s 
an

d 
m

ak
es

 o
th

er
 h

ap
py

 
so

un
ds

 w
he

n 
in

te
re

st
in

g 
ob

je
ct

s 
ar

e 
se

en
.

• 
C

ra
w

ls
 t

ow
ar

ds
 p

la
y 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 t

ha
t 

ar
e 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

to
 s

ha
ke

, 
m

ou
th

, 
an

d 
ex

pl
or

e 
w

ith
 t

he
 s

en
se

s.

• 
G

iv
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

ch
oi

ce
s 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 t

he
ir 

da
ily

 
ro

ut
in

e,
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 d
ur

in
g 

“f
re

e 
pl

ay
” 

tim
e.

• 
R

ea
d 

bo
ok

s 
ab

ou
t 

ne
w

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 a
nd

 
w

he
ne

ve
r 

po
ss

ib
le

 e
xp

os
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 r

ea
l 

th
in
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 m

en
tio

ne
d 

in
 t

he
 b

oo
ks

.
• 

O
ff

er
 o

pe
n-

en
de

d 
ar

t 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 a
nd

 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

ch
ild
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n 

to
 c
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e 
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

de
si
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s 

w
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at

er
ia

ls
.

• 
S
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s 
ch
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s 
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r 
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d 
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tiv
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es

 d
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g 
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r 
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ay
 t
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e.
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 a
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lts

 q
ue
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bo
ut

 h
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gs

 w
or

k 
or

 w
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t 
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 a
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d.

• 
U
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t 

m
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 m
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w
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s 

w
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t 

w
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tin
g 

to
 b

e 
to

ld
 w

ha
t 

to
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A
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a.
 E

xp
lo

re
 o

bj
ec

ts
 d

ur
in

g 
pl

ay
 a

nd
 

in
cr

ea
se

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f 
tim

e 
pl

ay
in

g 
w

ith
 

ob
je

ct
s.

b.
 R

ep
ea

t 
ac

tio
ns

 o
n 

ob
je

ct
s,

 v
ar

yi
ng

 
so

m
e 

be
ha

vi
or

s 
in

 o
rd

er
 t

o 
ex

pl
or

e 
th

ei
r 

w
or

ld
.

c.
 G

ai
n 

sa
tis

fa
ct

io
n 

fr
om

 
ac

co
m

pl
is

hm
en

ts
.

d.
 G

ro
w

 in
 t

he
ir 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o 
pe

rs
is

t 
in

 
an

d 
co

m
pl

et
e 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 
ta

sk
s,

 
ac

tiv
iti

es
, 
pr

oj
ec

ts
, 
an

d 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

.
e.

 D
em

on
st

ra
te

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 
se

t 
go

al
s 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
p 

an
d 

fo
llo

w
 

th
ro

ug
h 

on
 p

la
ns

.
f.
 S

ho
w

 g
ro

w
in

g 
ca

pa
ci

ty
 t

o 
m

ai
nt

ai
n 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

n 
ov

er
 t

im
e 

on
 a

 t
as

k,
 

qu
es

tio
n,

 s
et

 o
f 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 o
r 

in
te

ra
ct

io
ns

, 
de

sp
ite

 d
is

tr
ac

tio
ns

 
an

d 
in

te
rr

up
tio

ns
.

g.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 a

nd
 

th
in

ki
ng

 s
ki

lls
 f
or

 in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
th

e 
w

or
ld

, 
so

lv
in

g 
pr

ob
le

m
s,

 a
nd

 m
ak

in
g 

de
ci

si
on

s.
h.

 L
en

gt
he

n 
tim

e 
at

te
nd

in
g,

 o
bs

er
vi

ng
, 

an
d 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
in

g 
in

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

.2
. 
En

ga
ge

m
en

t 
an

d 
P

er
si

st
an

ce
C

hi
ld

re
n 

se
ek

 o
ut

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 a

nd
 b

ec
om

e 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 t
he

ir 
pl

ay
. 
 T

he
y 

in
cr

ea
se

 t
he

 t
im

e 
th

ey
 s

pe
nd

 o
n 

ea
ch

 a
ct

iv
ity

 a
nd

 t
ak

e 
pl

ea
su

re
 in

 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

on
 t

as
ks

 a
nd

 c
om

pl
et

in
g 

th
em

. 
  

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
se

ve
ra

l s
ta

ck
in

g 
ty

pe
 t

oy
s 

th
at

 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

a 
ch

ild
 t

o 
us

e 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
m

ot
io

ns
 

su
ch

 a
s 

du
m

pi
ng

 a
nd

 s
ta

ck
in

g.
• 

H
av

e 
fin

ge
r 

fo
od

 in
 a

 s
m

al
l o

pe
n 

bo
w

l f
or

 a
 

ch
ild

 t
o 

ea
t;

 w
he

n 
fin

is
he

d 
sa

y 
“A

ll 
do

ne
!”

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
bo

ar
d 

bo
ok

s 
fo

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
su

ch
 a

s 
lif

t 
an

d 
lo

ok
 b

oo
ks

.

• 
S

ta
ys

 f
oc

us
ed

 o
n 

pl
ay

 w
ith

 a
 t

oy
, 

tr
yi

ng
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 a
ct

io
ns

 t
o 

ex
pl

or
e 

th
e 

to
y.

• 
S

m
ile

s 
or

 la
ug

hs
 w

hi
le

 p
la

yi
ng

, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 w
he

n 
ac

hi
ev

in
g 

a 
re

su
lt.

• 
H

av
e 

gl
ue

, 
sc

is
so

rs
, 
pa

pe
r, 

an
d 

ob
je

ct
s 

fr
om

 
a 

co
lla

ge
 b

ox
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

to
 t

ak
e 

to
 t

he
 a

rt
 

ta
bl

e 
an

d 
cr

ea
te

 a
 c

ol
la

ge
.

• 
M

ak
e 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 t
ha

t 
ta

ke
 s

ev
er

al
 d

ay
s 

to
 

co
m

pl
et

e,
 s

uc
h 

as
 p

ap
er

 m
ac

hé
 o

r 
bl

oc
k 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
ns

. 
Ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 w
ha

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
w

ill
 

m
ak

e,
 a

nd
 h

el
p 

th
em

 f
ol

lo
w

 t
hr

ou
gh

 o
n 

th
ei

r 
id

ea
s.

• 
C

om
pl

et
es

 t
as

ks
 d

ur
in

g 
th

ei
r 

pl
ay

.
• 

Fo
cu

se
s 

on
 a

n 
ac

tiv
ity

 e
ith

er
 

in
de

pe
nd

en
tly

 o
r 

w
ith

 a
 s

m
al

l 
gr

ou
p 

of
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n.

• 
As

k 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
ob

je
ct

s 
at

 t
he

 
sc

ie
nc

e 
ta

bl
e,

 w
rit

in
g 

do
w

n 
th

e 
w

or
ds

 t
he

y 
us

e.
• 

C
on

st
ru

ct
 L

eg
o 

ob
je

ct
s 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
si

m
pl

e 
de

si
gn

.
• 

R
ea

d 
st

or
yb

oo
ks

 w
ith

 m
or

e 
co

m
pl

ex
 p

lo
ts

 t
o 

ch
ild

re
n 

in
di

vi
du

al
ly

 a
nd

 in
 g

ro
up

s.

• 
In

cr
ea

se
s 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o 
no

tic
e 

th
in

gs
 in

 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.
• 

In
iti

at
es

 a
nd

 c
om

pl
et

es
 t

as
ks

 in
 a

 
tim

el
y 

m
an

ne
r.

• 
Li

st
en

s 
to

 a
nd

 a
sk

s 
qu

es
tio

ns
 

ab
ou

t 
st

or
ie

s.
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a.
 T

ry
 a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f 
ac

tio
ns

 t
o 

in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
es

 a
nd

 n
ot

ic
e 

ca
us

e 
an

d 
ef

fe
ct

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

ps
.

b.
 C

re
at

e 
m

en
ta

l i
m

ag
es

 o
f 
ob

je
ct

s 
an

d 
pe

op
le

 n
ot

 in
 t

he
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t.
 

c.
 D

ev
el

op
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 

fin
d 

m
or

e 
th

an
 o

ne
 s

ol
ut

io
n 

to
 a

 
qu

es
tio

n,
 t

as
k,

 o
r 

pr
ob

le
m

.
d.

 G
ro

w
 in

 r
ec

og
ni

zi
ng

 a
nd

 s
ol

vi
ng

 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

ac
tiv

e 
ex

pl
or

at
io

n,
 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
tr

ia
l a

nd
 e

rr
or

, 
an

d 
in

te
ra

ct
io

ns
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

ss
io

ns
 w

ith
 

pe
er

s 
an

d 
ad

ul
ts

.
e.

 D
ev

el
op

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

bi
lit

ie
s 

to
 

cl
as

si
fy

, 
co

m
pa

re
, 
an

d 
co

nt
ra

st
 

ob
je

ct
s,

 e
ve

nt
s 

an
d 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
.

f.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 a

nd
 

th
in

ki
ng

 s
ki

lls
 f
or

 in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
th

e 
w

or
ld

, 
so

lv
in

g 
pr

ob
le

m
s,

 a
nd

 m
ak

in
g 

de
ci

si
on

s.
 

g.
 D

ev
el

op
 p

ro
bl

em
 s

ol
vi

ng
 s

ki
lls

 t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 c

on
ce

pt
s.

 

3
. 
R

ea
so

ni
ng

 a
nd

 P
ro

bl
em

 S
ol

vi
ng

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

co
ur

se
 o

f 
a 

da
y,

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ill
 e

nc
ou

nt
er

 p
ro

bl
em

s 
an

d 
ha

ve
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

to
 fi

gu
re

 t
hi

ng
s 

ou
t 

on
 t

he
ir 

ow
n 

or
 w

ith
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n.
  
Th

ey
 le

ar
n 

to
 a

sk
 f
or

 h
el

p,
 g

ai
n 

co
nfi

de
nc

e 
in

 t
he

ir 
ab

ili
ty

, 
an

d 
ta

ke
 p

rid
e 

in
 t

he
ir 

ac
co

m
pl

is
hm

en
ts

.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
so

rt
in

g 
to

ys
 f
or

 c
hi

ld
 t

o 
fit

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 

sh
ap

es
 in

 t
he

 c
or

re
ct

 o
pe

ni
ng

.
• 

Pl
ay

 p
ee

k-
a-

bo
o 

an
d 

hi
de

 a
nd

 s
ee

k 
ga

m
es

 
w

ith
 o

bj
ec

ts
 a

nd
 p

eo
pl

e,
 s

ay
in

g 
th

in
gs

 li
ke

 
“W

he
re

 is
 t

he
 c

oo
ki

e?
” 

an
d 

“H
er

e 
it 

is
!”

 

• 
W

at
ch

es
 t

he
 e

ff
ec

ts
 a

ct
io

ns
 h

av
e 

on
 o

bj
ec

ts
 a

nd
 t

he
n 

tr
ie

s 
ne

w
 w

ay
s 

of
 e

xp
lo

rin
g.

• 
Tr

ie
s 

to
 fi

nd
 p

eo
pl

e 
or

 o
bj

ec
ts

 
w

he
n 

th
ey

 d
is

ap
pe

ar
.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
pu

zz
le

s 
an

d 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 m

ov
e 

pi
ec

es
 in

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 d

ire
ct

io
ns

 
in

 o
rd

er
 t

o 
fig

ur
e 

ou
t 

w
he

re
 t

he
 p

ie
ce

s 
fit

.
• 

M
ak

e 
pl

ay
 d

ou
gh

 a
nd

 t
al

k 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

am
ou

nt
 

of
 fl

ou
r 

to
 u

se
. 
Pr

ed
ic

t 
w

ha
t 

w
ill

 h
ap

pe
n 

by
 

tr
yi

ng
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 a
m

ou
nt

s.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

ob
je

ct
s 

fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 s

or
t 

in
to

 
di

ff
er

en
t 

co
nt

ai
ne

rs
; 
ta

lk
 t

o 
ch

ild
re

n 
ab

ou
t 

ho
w

 t
he

y 
ar

e 
m

ak
in

g 
th

ei
r 

so
rt

in
g 

de
ci

si
on

s.

• 
S

ho
w

s 
pl

ea
su

re
 a

ft
er

 b
ei

ng
 a

bl
e 

to
 s

ol
ve

 a
 p

ro
bl

em
 o

n 
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

or
 

w
ith

 a
 g

ro
up

 o
f 
ot

he
r 

ch
ild

re
n.

• 
S
ay

s 
“I

 c
an

 d
o 

it 
m

ys
el

f”
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
kn

ow
s 

w
he

n 
to

 a
sk

 a
n 

ad
ul

t f
or

 h
el

p.
• 

M
ak

es
 p

re
di

ct
io

ns
 b

as
ed

 
on

 p
re

vi
ou

s 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

an
d 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e.
• 

N
am

es
 t

he
 w

ay
 o

bj
ec

ts
 a

re
 s

or
te

d,
 

an
d 

be
gi

ns
 t

o 
de

sc
rib

e 
ho

w
 t

o 
so

lv
e 

pr
ob

le
m

s.

• 
In

cl
ud

e 
bo

ok
s 

ab
ou

t 
bu

ild
in

g 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 in
 

th
e 

bl
oc

k 
co

rn
er

 t
o 

gi
ve

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ne

w
 id

ea
s 

to
 

tr
y 

as
 t

he
y 

bu
ild

.
• 

H
av

e 
fu

nn
el

s,
 s

tr
ai

ne
rs

, 
an

d 
tu

be
s 

fo
r 

sa
nd

 
an

d 
w

at
er

 p
la

y;
 a

sk
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 p

re
di

ct
 

re
su

lts
.

• 
Le

ad
 s

m
al

l a
nd

 la
rg

e 
gr

ou
p 

di
sc

us
si

on
s 

to
 

so
lv

e 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

re
la

te
d 

to
 s

oc
ia

l 
in

te
ra

ct
io

ns
, 
as

 w
el

l a
s 

sc
ie

nc
e,

 m
at

h,
 a

nd
 

ot
he

r 
to

pi
cs

.

• 
R
eq

ue
st

s 
di

ff
er

en
t m

at
er

ia
ls

 th
ey

 
ha

ve
 u

se
d 

in
 th

e 
pa

st
 to

 h
el

p 
th

em
 

so
lv

e 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

or
 e

xp
lo

re
 m

at
er

ia
ls

.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 u

se
 t

he
 s

en
se

s 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

ly
 t

o 
le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t 
un

fa
m

ili
ar

 o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

 e
ve

nt
s.

 
• 

U
se

s 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

lik
e 

bo
ok

s 
an

d 
ad

ul
ts

 t
o 

ex
te

nd
 t

he
ir 

ob
se

rv
at

io
ns

. 
• 

R
ec

og
ni

ze
s 

in
fo

rm
al

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 p
ro

bl
em

 s
ol

ve
. 
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L
a
n

g
u

a
g
e 

(L
A

)

a.
 R

es
po

nd
 t

o 
fa

m
ili

ar
 v

oi
ce

s,
 w

or
ds

, 
an

d 
so

un
ds

.
b.

 R
es

po
nd

 t
o 

fa
m

ili
ar

 s
on

gs
 a

nd
 

m
us

ic
.

c.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

re
sp

on
d 

to
 a

du
lt 

re
qu

es
ts

, 
qu

es
tio

ns
 a

nd
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

.
d.

 C
om

bi
ne

 g
es

tu
re

s 
w

ith
 s

ou
nd

s.
e.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
re

ac
t 

to
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

so
un

ds
 w

ith
 a

du
lt 

as
si

st
an

ce
.

f.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 

pa
y 

at
te

nt
io

n 
to

 a
nd

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
ns

, 
st

or
ie

s,
 s

on
gs

, 
an

d 
po

em
s.

g.
 S

ho
w

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 a

nd
 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
si

m
pl

e 
an

d 
m

ul
tip

le
-s

te
p 

di
re

ct
io

ns
.

h.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

fo
cu

s 
on

 w
or

d 
m

ea
ni

ng
 t

o 
bu

ild
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y.
 

i. 
B

eg
in

 t
o 

us
e,

 t
hi

nk
 a

bo
ut

, 
an

d 
re

sp
on

d 
to

 w
ha

t 
is

 r
ea

d,
 w

rit
te

n 
an

d 
he

ar
d.

 
j. 

B
eg

in
 t

o 
pl

an
 f
or

 li
te

ra
cy

 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

.

1
. 
Li

st
en

in
g 

an
d 

U
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
C

hi
ld

re
n 

ne
ed

 t
o 

be
 s

ur
ro

un
de

d 
by

 a
du

lts
 w

ho
 t

al
k 

to
 t

he
m

 a
nd

 t
o 

ot
he

rs
. 
 A

s 
ch

ild
re

n 
lis

te
n 

to
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

 a
bo

ut
 w

ha
t 

is
 g

oi
ng

 o
n 

ar
ou

nd
 t

he
m

, 
th

ey
 b

ui
ld

 t
he

ir 
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

 a
nd

 t
he

ir 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 la

ng
ua

ge
.

• 
Ta

lk
 t

o 
ch

ild
re

n 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

pl
ay

in
g 

vo
ic

e 
ga

m
es

.
• 

Ta
lk

 t
o 

th
e 

ba
by

 u
si

ng
 a

 h
ig

h 
or

 lo
w

 v
oi

ce
, 

w
hi

sp
er

, 
or

 c
lic

k 
yo

ur
 t

on
gu

e.
 T

he
n 

le
t 

th
e 

ba
by

 r
ep

ea
t 

th
e 

so
un

ds
.

• 
S

in
g 

fa
m

ili
ar

 s
on

gs
, 
rh

ym
es

 a
nd

 fi
ng

er
pl

ay
s.

• 
R

ea
d 

a 
bo

ok
 o

r 
m

ag
az

in
e.

 P
oi

nt
 t

o 
an

d 
na

m
e 

pi
ct

ur
es

 a
nd

 le
t 

th
em

 p
at

 o
r 

po
in

t 
to

 t
he

 
pi

ct
ur

es
. 

• 
Ta

ke
 li

st
en

in
g 

w
al

ks
 in

si
de

 a
nd

 o
ut

si
de

 t
o 

po
in

t 
ou

t 
so

un
ds

 in
 t

he
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t.

• 
Fa

ci
al

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n 

ch
an

ge
s 

w
he

n 
th

ey
 id

en
tif

y 
a 

fa
m

ili
ar

 s
ou

nd
.

• 
S

ho
w

s 
de

lig
ht

 in
 h

ea
rin

g 
a 

so
ng

 o
r 

rh
ym

e 
an

d 
tr

ie
s 

to
 f
ol

lo
w

 a
lo

ng
.

• 
Po

in
ts

/p
at

s 
on

 a
 p

ic
tu

re
 w

he
n 

as
ke

d 
to

 n
am

e 
th

e 
ob

je
ct

.

• 
En

ga
ge

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
in

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

ns
 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 t

he
 d

ai
ly

 r
ou

tin
e 

an
d 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
co

nv
er

sa
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n 

ch
ild

re
n.

• 
Pl

ay
 g

am
es

 t
ha

t 
fo

cu
s 

on
 li

st
en

in
g 

ca
re

fu
lly

 
an

d 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

di
re

ct
io

ns
, 
su

ch
 a

s 
“S

im
on

 
S

ay
s.

”
• 

S
in

g 
ac

tio
n 

so
ng

s,
 s

uc
h 

as
 “

H
ok

ey
 P

ok
ey

.”

• 
Te

lls
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
at

 t
he

 lu
nc

h 
ta

bl
e 

hi
s/

he
r 

fa
vo

rit
e 

fo
od

s.
• 

Pl
ac

es
 t

he
 o

bj
ec

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
ta

bl
e 

w
he

n 
pr

om
pt

ed
.

• 
Pu

ts
 o

n 
hi

s/
he

r 
co

at
 w

he
n 

as
ke

d.
• 

R
eq

ue
st

s 
a 

fa
vo

rit
e 

so
ng

 o
r 

bo
ok

, 
w

he
n 

as
ke

d.
• 

Pa
rt

ic
ip

at
es

 in
 a

ct
io

n 
so

ng
s.

• 
Pa

rt
ic

ip
at

es
 in

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

ns
 w

ith
 

si
m

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

an
d 

se
nt

en
ce

s.

• 
As

k 
op

en
-e

nd
ed

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 t

o 
el

ic
it 

re
sp

on
se

s.
• 

En
co

ur
ag

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 r
et

el
l s

to
rie

s 
an

d 
ac

t 
ou

t 
st

or
ie

s 
us

in
g 

pr
op

s 
an

d 
pu

pp
et

s.

• 
Pa

rt
ic

ip
at

es
 in

 r
hy

m
es

, 
so

ng
s,

 
ch

an
ts

, 
po

et
ry

, 
an

d 
st

or
ie

s.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 a

sk
 a

nd
 a

ns
w

er
 

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
bo

ut
 a

 b
oo

k.
• 

Pr
ed

ic
ts

 e
ve

nt
s 

in
 a

 s
to

ry
.

• 
Ta

lk
s 

w
ith

 o
th

er
s 

ab
ou

t 
di

sc
ov

er
ie

s 
an

d 
ac

tio
ns

.
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w
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to

 b
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S
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e 

Le
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 E
xp

er
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nc
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Th
in
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 y

ou
 m

ig
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 d
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w
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 c
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re

n:
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ca
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B
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av
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 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
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:
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7

a.
 U

se
 s

ou
nd

s 
to

 c
on

ve
y 

m
ea

ni
ng

.
b.

 R
ep

ea
t 

so
un

ds
, 
im

ita
te

 a
du

lt 
ac

tio
ns

 a
nd

 
la

ng
ua

ge
 p

at
te

rn
s.

c.
 

N
am

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 p
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

se
lf.

d.
 N

am
e 

ob
je

ct
s.

e.
 U

se
 s

im
pl

e 
on

e 
w

or
d 

se
nt

en
ce

s.
f.
 

U
se

 t
w

o 
w

or
d 

se
nt

en
ce

s.
g.

 
As

k 
qu

es
tio

ns
.

h.
 T

al
k/

vo
ca

liz
e 

to
 s

el
f 
du

rin
g 

pl
ay

 w
ith

 o
bj

ec
ts

, 
m

at
er

ia
ls

, 
an

d 
pe

op
le

.
i. 

D
em

on
st

ra
te

 e
xp

an
di

ng
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y.

n.
 G

ai
n 

co
nfi

de
nc

e 
w

hi
le

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 t

o 
us

e 
or

al
 

la
ng

ua
ge

 f
or

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
pu

rp
os

es
. 

o.
 U

se
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 c

om
pl

ex
 a

nd
 v

ar
ie

d 
sp

ok
en

 
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

.
p.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
fo

cu
s 

on
 w

or
d 

m
ea

ni
ng

 t
o 

bu
ild

 
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

.

2
. 
S

pe
ak

in
g 

an
d 

C
om

m
un

ic
at

in
g

C
hi

ld
re

n 
ga

in
 la

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y 
sk

ill
s 

by
 h

av
in

g 
fr

eq
ue

nt
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

to
 t

al
k 

to
 a

du
lts

 a
nd

 p
ee

rs
. 
 W

he
n 

th
es

e 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 a

re
 a

 r
eg

ul
ar

 a
nd

 
fr

eq
ue

nt
 p

ar
t 

of
 t

he
 d

ai
ly

 r
ou

tin
e,

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

st
ro

ng
er

 la
ng

ua
ge

 s
ki

lls
 a

s 
th

ey
 le

ar
n 

to
 r

ea
d 

an
d 

w
rit

e.

• 
Im

ita
te

 c
hi

ld
re

n’
s 

so
un

ds
 a

nd
 a

ct
io

ns
 

du
rin

g 
on

e-
on

-o
ne

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 a

nd
 

ro
ut

in
es

.
• 

R
ea

d 
bo

ok
s 

th
at

 s
ho

w
 f
am

ili
ar

 o
bj

ec
ts

 
an

d 
pl

ay
 s

im
pl

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
an

d 
an

sw
er

 
ga

m
es

 a
bo

ut
 o

bj
ec

ts
.

• 
Pl

ay
 t

el
ep

ho
ne

 w
ith

 t
he

 c
hi

ld
re

n.
 F

ol
lo

w
 

th
ei

r 
le

ad
 a

nd
 r

es
po

nd
 t

o 
th

ei
r 

w
or

ds
.

• 
Im

ita
te

s 
th

e 
so

un
ds

 t
ha

t 
yo

u 
m

ak
e.

• 
En

ga
ge

s 
in

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n 
w

ith
 

ot
he

rs
.

• 
U

se
s 

an
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 w
or

ds
 in

 d
ai

ly
 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
n.

• 
R

es
po

nd
 t

o 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

an
d 

al
lo

w
 t

he
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 t

ak
e 

th
e 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
na

l l
ea

d.
• 

Ad
d 

ne
w

 p
ro

ps
 in

 v
ar

io
us

 a
re

as
 o

f 
th

e 
ro

om
 t

o 
pr

om
ot

e 
co

nv
er

sa
tio

n 
an

d 
bu

ild
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y.
• 

Pa
rt

ic
ip

at
e 

in
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

 w
ith

 
ch

ild
re

n 
du

rin
g 

dr
am

at
ic

 p
la

y.
 

• 
Te

lls
 w

el
l-d

ev
el

op
ed

 s
to

rie
s;

 
re

pe
at

s 
fa

m
ili

ar
 r

hy
m

es
 o

r 
so

ng
s.

• 
Li

st
en

s 
w

ith
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 
at

te
nt

io
n 

to
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

 
an

d 
st

or
ie

s.
• 

U
se

s 
ne

w
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y 
w

ith
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 f
re

qu
en

cy
 

to
 e

xp
re

ss
 a

nd
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

fe
el

in
gs

 a
nd

 id
ea

s.

• 
Li

st
en

 t
o 

ch
ild

re
n’

s 
st

or
ie

s.
 W

rit
e 

do
w

n 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

w
or

ds
 a

s 
th

ey
 s

pe
ak

.
• 

C
re

at
e 

a 
w

or
d 

w
al

l u
si

ng
 f
am

ili
ar

 
w

or
ds

 f
ro

m
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

pu
pp

et
s 

an
d 

pr
op

s 
to

 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

ch
ild

re
n’

s 
co

nv
er

sa
tio

ns
.

• 
R

ep
ea

ts
 o

r 
ex

te
nd

s 
pa

rt
 o

f 
a 

st
or

y.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 s

ha
re

 a
nd

 li
st

en
 t

o 
id

ea
s 

of
 o

th
er

s.

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:

L
a
n

g
u

a
g
e 

(L
A

)

j. 
D

ev
el

op
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
bi

lit
ie

s 
to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

an
d 

us
e 

la
ng

ua
ge

 t
o 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
, 
id

ea
s,

 f
ee

lin
gs

, 
op

in
io

ns
, 
ne

ed
s,

 
qu

es
tio

ns
, 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

va
rie

d 
pu

rp
os

es
.

k.
 
Pr

og
re

ss
 in

 a
bi

lit
ie

s 
to

 in
iti

at
e 

an
d 

re
sp

on
d 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
ly

 in
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 d
is

cu
ss

io
ns

 
w

ith
 p

ee
rs

 a
nd

 a
du

lts
.

l. 
U

se
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 c

om
pl

ex
 a

nd
 v

ar
ie

d 
sp

ok
en

 
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

.
m

. P
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 c
la

rit
y 

of
 p

ro
nu

nc
ia

tio
n 

an
d 

ab
ili

ty
 

to
 s

pe
ak

 in
 s

en
te

nc
es

 o
f 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 le
ng

th
 a

nd
 

gr
am

m
at

ic
al

 c
om

pl
ex

ity
.
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L
it

er
a
cy

 (
L

IT
)

a.
 R

es
po

nd
 t

o 
so

un
ds

 a
nd

 t
he

 s
po

ke
n 

la
ng

ua
ge

.
b.

 Im
ita

te
 s

ou
nd

s 
in

 s
to

rie
s,

 s
on

gs
, 

an
d 

rh
ym

es
.

c.
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 s
im

pl
e 

w
or

d 
ga

m
es

.

d.
 S

ho
w

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 
di

sc
rim

in
at

e 
an

d 
id

en
tif

y 
so

un
ds

 in
 

sp
ok

en
 la

ng
ua

ge
.

e.
 S

ho
w

 g
ro

w
in

g 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
an

d 
en

di
ng

 s
ou

nd
s 

of
 

w
or

ds
.

f.
 S

ho
w

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 r
ec

og
ni

zi
ng

 
m

at
ch

in
g 

so
un

ds
 a

nd
 r

hy
m

es
 in

 
fa

m
ili

ar
 w

or
ds

, 
ga

m
es

, 
so

ng
s,

 
st

or
ie

s 
an

d 
po

em
s.

g.
 S

ho
w

 a
 g

ro
w

in
g 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o 
he

ar
 a

nd
 

di
sc

rim
in

at
e 

se
pa

ra
te

 s
yl

la
bl

es
 in

 
w

or
ds

.

h.
 G

ai
n 

co
nfi

de
nc

e 
w

hi
le

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 t

o 
us

e 
or

al
 la

ng
ua

ge
 f
or

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
pu

rp
os

es
 in

 t
he

 c
la

ss
ro

om
. 

i. 
At

te
nd

 t
o 

rh
ym

es
, 
ch

an
ts

, 
po

et
ry

.

1
. 
P

ho
no

lo
gi

ca
l A

w
ar

en
es

s
Ph

on
ol

og
ic

al
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
in

vo
lv

es
 t

he
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 o
f 
so

un
ds

 in
 s

po
ke

n 
w

or
ds

 a
nd

 is
 h

ig
hl

y 
pr

ed
ic

tiv
e 

of
 a

 y
ou

ng
 c

hi
ld

’s
 s

uc
ce

ss
 in

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 

to
 r

ea
d.

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
sh

ow
s 

th
at

 c
hi

ld
re

n’
s 

pr
og

re
ss

 in
 le

ar
ni

ng
 t

o 
re

ad
 o

ft
en

 d
ep

en
ds

 o
n 

th
e 

ph
on

ol
og

ic
al

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
w

he
n 

en
te

rin
g 

ki
nd

er
ga

rt
en

.

• 
R

es
po

nd
 t

o 
an

d 
re

pe
at

 t
he

 s
ou

nd
s 

an
d 

or
 

w
or

ds
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

m
ak

e 
“M

a,
 m

a,
 m

a”
 o

r 
“b

rr
, 

br
r.”

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
m

an
y 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 t
o 

pl
ay

 p
at

-a
-c

ak
e 

an
d 

si
m

pl
e 

fin
ge

r 
pl

ay
s.

• 
S

ho
w

s 
an

 in
te

re
st

 in
 w

ha
t 

is
 b

ei
ng

 
sa

id
. 
Fo

cu
se

s 
on

 t
he

 p
er

so
n 

sp
ea

ki
ng

.
• 

Tr
ie

s 
to

 im
ita

te
 a

 s
ou

nd
 t

ha
t 

is
 

he
ar

d 
an

d 
sa

ys
 it

 o
ve

r 
an

d 
ov

er
 

(b
a,

 b
a;

 g
a,

 g
a;

 la
, 
la

).

• 
R

ec
ite

 a
nd

 r
ea

d 
rh

ym
es

 a
nd

 p
oe

m
s 

on
 a

 
re

gu
la

r 
ba

si
s.

 
• 

At
 s

na
ck

 o
r 

m
ea

l t
im

e,
 m

ak
e 

up
 r

hy
m

es
 w

ith
 

ch
ild

re
n 

ba
se

d 
on

 w
ha

t 
th

ey
 a

re
 e

at
in

g,
 s

uc
h 

as
 “

te
dd

y 
be

ar
s 

ea
t 

ap
pl

es
 a

nd
 p

ea
rs

.”

• 
En

jo
ys

 t
ry

in
g 

to
 r

hy
m

e 
an

d 
pl

ay
 

w
ith

 w
or

ds
.

• 
Po

in
ts

 o
ut

 m
at

ch
in

g 
so

un
ds

 (
ca

t 
an

d 
ha

t)
.

• 
Id

en
tifi

es
 w

or
ds

 t
ha

t 
be

gi
n 

w
ith

 t
he

 
sa

m
e 

so
un

d 
(N

ic
ho

la
s,

 N
ao

m
i a

nd
 

N
ou

ri)
.

• 
C

ol
le

ct
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

or
 o

bj
ec

ts
 t

ha
t 

st
ar

t 
or

 e
nd

 
w

ith
 t

he
 s

am
e 

le
tt

er
 o

r 
so

un
d.

• 
Li

st
en

 f
or

 a
nd

 a
ck

no
w

le
dg

e 
w

or
ds

 t
ha

t 
be

gi
n 

w
ith

 t
he

 s
am

e 
in

iti
al

 s
ou

nd
 (
al

lit
er

at
io

n)
, 
su

ch
 

as
 “

S
ill

y 
S

al
ly

!”
• 

C
la

p 
ha

nd
s 

to
 m

at
ch

 s
ou

nd
s 

in
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
na

m
es

 - 
cl

ap
 t

hr
ee

 t
im

es
 f
or

 S
us

an
na

h.

• 
Id

en
tifi

es
 w

or
ds

 w
ith

 t
he

 s
am

e 
be

gi
nn

in
g 

or
 e

nd
in

g 
so

un
ds

.
• 

D
is

cr
im

in
at

es
 a

nd
 id

en
tifi

es
 

so
un

ds
 in

 s
po

ke
n 

la
ng

ua
ge

.
• 

C
la

ps
 s

ou
nd

s 
in

 w
or

ds
.

• 
M

ak
es

 u
p 

ow
n 

rh
ym

es
.

Developmental Continuum
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B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:





Fa
ir

fa
x 

C
ou

nt
y 

Ea
rly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
G

ui
de

lin
es

  
  
  
1

9

a.
 R

es
po

nd
 p

os
iti

ve
ly

 t
o 

bo
ok

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 w

ith
 a

du
lts

.
b.

 H
an

dl
e 

an
d 

sh
ow

 in
te

re
st

 in
 b

oo
ks

 a
nd

 p
rin

te
d 

m
at

er
ia

ls
.

c.
 C

ho
os

e 
fa

vo
rit

e 
bo

ok
s 

fo
r 

ad
ul

t 
to

 r
ea

d.
d.

 Jo
in

 in
 s

to
ry

 r
ea

di
ng

 b
y 

re
pe

at
in

g 
w

or
ds

.

e.
 S

ho
w

 a
 g

ro
w

in
g 

in
te

re
st

 a
nd

 in
vo

lv
em

en
t i

n 
lis

te
ni

ng
 to

 a
nd

 
di

sc
us

si
ng

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f fi
ct

io
n 

an
d 

no
n-

fic
tio

n 
bo

ok
s 

an
d 

po
et

ry
.

f. 
S
ho

w
 a

 g
ro

w
in

g 
in

te
re

st
 in

 r
ea

di
ng

-re
la

te
d 

ac
tiv

iti
es

, s
uc

h 
as

 
as

ki
ng

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
fa

vo
rit

e 
bo

ok
 r
ea

d;
 c

ho
os

in
g 

to
 lo

ok
 a

t b
oo

ks
; 

dr
aw

in
g 

pi
ct

ur
es

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
st

or
ie

s;
 a

sk
in

g 
to

 ta
ke

 b
oo

ks
 h

om
e;

 
go

in
g 

to
 th

e 
lib

ra
ry

; a
nd

 e
ng

ag
in

g 
in

 p
re

te
nd

-re
ad

in
g 

w
ith

 o
th

er
 

ch
ild

re
n.

g.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

in
 a

bi
lit

ie
s 

to
 r
et

el
l a

nd
 d

ic
ta

te
 s

to
rie

s 
fr
om

 b
oo

ks
 a

nd
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
; t

o 
ac

t o
ut

 s
to

rie
s 

in
 d

ra
m

at
ic

 p
la

y;
 

an
d 

to
 p

re
di

ct
 w

ha
t w

ill
 h

ap
pe

n 
ne

xt
 in

 a
 s

to
ry

.
h.

 P
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 le
ar

ni
ng

 h
ow

 to
 h

an
dl

e 
an

d 
ca

re
 fo

r b
oo

ks
; k

no
w

in
g 

to
 v

ie
w

 o
ne

 p
ag

e 
at

 a
 ti

m
e 

in
 s

eq
ue

nc
e 

fr
om

 fr
on

t t
o 

ba
ck

; a
nd

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

th
at

 a
 b

oo
k 

ha
s 

a 
tit

le
, a

ut
ho

r, 
an

d 
ill

us
tr
at

or
.

2
. 
B

oo
k 

K
no

w
le

dg
e 

an
d 

A
pp

re
ci

at
io

n
S

ha
rin

g 
bo

ok
s 

cr
ea

te
s 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 f
or

 a
du

lts
 a

nd
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 e

nj
oy

 o
ne

 a
no

th
er

, 
th

e 
so

un
ds

 o
f 
w

or
ds

, 
th

e 
ill

us
tr

at
io

ns
, 
an

d 
th

e 
st

or
y.

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
sh

ow
s 

th
at

 c
hi

ld
re

n,
 w

ho
 a

re
 r

ea
d 

to
 o

ft
en

 a
nd

 a
t 

an
 e

ar
ly

 a
ge

, 
en

te
r 

ki
nd

er
ga

rt
en

 w
ith

 t
he

 la
ng

ua
ge

 a
nd

 li
st

en
in

g 
sk

ill
s 

th
ey

 n
ee

d.
 

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
m

an
y 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 t
o 

lo
ok

 
at

 a
nd

 in
te

ra
ct

 w
ith

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 t

yp
es

 o
f 

bo
ok

s 
an

d 
re

ad
in

g 
m

at
er

ia
ls

.
• 

H
an

d 
ch

ild
re

n 
bo

ar
d 

bo
ok

s,
 h

el
p 

th
em

 t
ur

n 
th

e 
pa

ge
s 

an
d 

po
in

t 
to

 t
he

 
pi

ct
ur

es
.

• 
En

co
ur

ag
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 n

am
e 

ob
je

ct
s 

in
 

bo
ok

s.

• 
C

ho
os

es
 t

he
 s

am
e 

bo
ok

 
ov

er
 a

nd
 o

ve
r 

ag
ai

n 
an

d 
as

ks
 t

o 
ha

ve
 it

 r
ea

d.
• 

Tu
rn

s 
pa

ge
s 

in
 b

oo
ks

.
• 

Po
in

ts
 t

o 
pi

ct
ur

es
 in

 b
oo

k 
w

he
n 

as
ke

d 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

an
 

ob
je

ct
. 

• 
Pl

ac
e 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 
bo

ok
s 

in
 a

ll 
ar

ea
s 

of
 t

he
 r

oo
m

: 
bo

ar
d 

bo
ok

s,
 h

ar
dc

ov
er

 
bo

ok
s,

 p
ap

er
ba

ck
 b

oo
ks

, 
m

ag
az

in
es

.
• 

R
ea

d 
st

or
ie

s 
at

 g
ro

up
 t

im
es

 t
ha

t 
ca

n 
be

 e
xt

en
de

d 
th

ro
ug

h 
ar

t 
an

d 
dr

am
at

ic
 

pl
ay

.
• 

W
he

n 
re

ad
in

g 
to

 a
 c

hi
ld

, p
oi

nt
 o

ut
 t

he
 

tit
le

, a
ut

ho
r, 

an
d 

ill
us

tr
at

or
 o

f t
he

 b
oo

k.
• 

S
et

 u
p 

dr
am

at
ic

 p
la

y 
ar

ea
 a

s 
a 

lib
ra

ry
 

so
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ca
n 

se
le

ct
 b

oo
ks

 a
nd

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
 b

oo
k 

ca
re

.

• 
Lo

ok
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

a 
bo

ok
 w

ith
 

a 
fr

ie
nd

.
• 

U
se

s 
id

ea
s 

fr
om

 b
oo

ks
 

in
 a

rt
, 
bl

oc
k 

bu
ild

in
g,

 a
nd

 
ot

he
r 

pl
ay

.
• 

As
ks

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 r

el
at

ed
 

to
 t

he
 s

to
ry

, 
su

ch
 a

s 
“W

ho
 d

re
w

 t
he

 p
ic

tu
re

s”
 

or
 “

W
ha

t 
ha

pp
en

s 
at

 t
he

 
en

d?
”

• 
W

hi
le

 r
ea

di
ng

 a
 s

to
ry

, 
tr

ac
k 

yo
ur

 fi
ng

er
 

al
on

g 
th

e 
pr

in
t 

fr
om

 le
ft

 t
o 

rig
ht

. 
• 

As
 y

ou
 r

ea
d 

fa
m

ili
ar

 b
oo

ks
 t

o 
a 

ch
ild

, 
co

m
m

en
t 

br
ie

fly
 o

n 
th

e 
pr

in
t 

its
el

f.
 F

or
 

ex
am

pl
e,

 y
ou

 m
ig

ht
 s

ay
 “

Th
e 

le
tt

er
s 

in
 t

hi
s 

bo
ok

 a
re

 p
rin

te
d 

in
 b

la
ck

” 
or

 
“A

ll 
th

e 
w

or
ds

 a
re

 a
t 

th
e 

bo
tt

om
 o

f 
th

e 
pa

ge
.”

• 
H

av
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

re
te

ll 
st

or
ie

s 
us

in
g 

pu
pp

et
s,

 p
ic

tu
re

s 
an

d 
fla

nn
el

 b
oa

rd
s.

• 
C

ho
os

es
 t

o 
lo

ok
 a

t 
bo

ok
s.

• 
Tu

rn
s 

bo
ok

 r
ig

ht
 s

id
e 

up
 

an
d 

lo
ok

s 
fr

om
 le

ft
 t

o 
rig

ht
. 

• 
D

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o 
re

te
ll 

an
d 

as
k 

qu
es

tio
ns

 
ab

ou
t 

st
or

ie
s.

• 
D

ra
w

s 
pi

ct
ur

es
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

st
or

ie
s.
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ch
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W
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w
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t 
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S
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e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
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Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
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w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:

L
it

er
a
cy

 (
L

IT
)

i. 
B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

an
 a

pp
re

ci
at

io
n 

fo
r 

lit
er

at
ur

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
or

al
, 
re

ad
in

g,
 a

nd
 w

rit
in

g 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

 w
ith

 fi
ct

io
n 

an
d 

no
nfi

ct
io

n.
j. 

B
eg

in
 t

o 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 t
he

 p
ar

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
st

or
y 

an
d 

its
 

m
ea

ni
ng

.
k.

 Id
en

tif
y 

pa
rt

s 
of

 a
 s

to
ry

 (
be

gi
nn

in
g,

 m
id

dl
e,

 a
nd

 e
nd

).
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C
ou

nt
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2

0

3
. 
P

ri
nt

 A
w

ar
en

es
s 

an
d 

C
on

ce
pt

s
W

he
n 

ch
ild

re
n 

se
e 

an
d 

in
te

ra
ct

 w
ith

 w
or

ds
, 
pr

in
t 

le
tt

er
s,

 a
nd

 n
um

be
rs

 in
 t

he
ir 

ev
er

yd
ay

 w
or

ld
 a

nd
 t

he
ir 

ch
ild

 c
ar

e 
se

tt
in

g,
 t

he
y 

le
ar

n 
th

at
 p

rin
t 

st
an

ds
 

fo
r 

so
m

et
hi

ng
. 
Yo

un
g 

ch
ild

re
n 

be
gi

n 
to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

sp
ok

en
 a

nd
 w

rit
te

n 
w

or
ds

 b
y 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

e 
pr

in
t 

as
 it

 is
 r

ea
d 

al
ou

d 
in

 s
to

ry
bo

ok
s,

 s
ig

ns
, 
w

rit
te

n 
no

te
s,

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 p

rin
t 

m
at

er
ia

ls
.

L
it

er
a
cy

 (
L

IT
)

a.
 S

ho
w

 a
n 

in
te

re
st

 w
he

n 
st

or
ie

s 
ar

e 
re

ad
.

b.
 R

ec
og

ni
ze

 p
rin

t 
in

 t
he

 n
ei

gh
bo

rh
oo

d 
an

d 
ch

ild
 c

ar
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t.

c.
 S

ho
w

 a
n 

in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
of

 p
rin

t i
n 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
s,

 h
om

e 
an

d 
co

m
m

un
ity

 s
et

tin
gs

.
d.

 D
ev

el
op

 g
ro

w
in

g 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 th

e 
di

ff
er

en
t 

fu
nc

tio
ns

 o
f f

or
m

s 
of

 p
rin

t s
uc

h 
as

 s
ig

ns
, l

et
te

rs
, 

ne
w

sp
ap

er
s,

 li
st

s,
 m

es
sa

ge
s,

 a
nd

 m
en

us
.

e.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
 

co
nc

ep
ts

, s
uc

h 
as

 th
at

 r
ea

di
ng

 in
 E

ng
lis

h 
m

ov
es

 
fr
om

 to
p 

to
 b

ot
to

m
 a

nd
 fr

om
 le

ft 
to

 ri
gh

t, 
th

at
 

sp
ee

ch
 c

an
 b

e 
w

rit
te

n 
do

w
n,

 a
nd

 th
at

 p
rin

t 
co

nv
ey

s 
a 

m
es

sa
ge

.
f. 

S
ho

w
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

in
 r
ec

og
ni

zi
ng

 th
e 

as
so

ci
at

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

sp
ok

en
 a

nd
 w

rit
te

n 
w

or
ds

 b
y 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
pr

in
t a

s 
it 

is
 r
ea

d.
g.

 R
ec

og
ni

ze
 a

 w
or

d 
as

 a
 u

ni
t o

f p
rin

t, 
or

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

th
at

 le
tt
er

s 
ar

e 
gr

ou
pe

d 
to

 fo
rm

 w
or

ds
, a

nd
 th

at
 

w
or

ds
 a

re
 s

ep
ar

at
ed

 b
y 

sp
ac

es
.

h.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

le
ar

n 
so

m
e 

of
 t

he
 c

on
ve

nt
io

na
l 

pa
tt

er
ns

 o
f 
w

rit
te

n 
la

ng
ua

ge
. 

i. 
B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 a
n 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 
co

nc
ep

ts
 o

f 
pr

in
t.

j. 
N

ot
ic

e 
le

tt
er

s 
in

 f
am

ili
ar

 e
ve

ry
da

y 
lif

e 
an

d 
as

k 
ho

w
 t

o 
sp

el
l w

or
ds

.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
si

m
pl

e 
pi

ct
ur

e 
bo

ok
s 

w
ith

 o
ne

 
w

or
d 

on
 e

ac
h 

pa
ge

, 
su

ch
 a

s 
ca

t,
 b

al
l.

• 
Pl

ac
e 

em
pt

y 
fo

od
 c

on
ta

in
er

s 
in

 t
he

 
dr

am
at

ic
 p

la
y 

ar
ea

 a
nd

 p
oi

nt
 o

ut
 t

he
 

na
m

e 
on

 t
he

 la
be

ls
.

• 
Po

in
ts

 t
o 

pi
ct

ur
es

 o
n 

th
e 

pa
ge

s 
of

 
a 

bo
ok

.
• 

N
ot

ic
es

 a
nd

 c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
pr

in
t 

th
ey

 s
ee

 a
ro

un
d 

th
em

, 
su

ch
 a

s 
po

in
tin

g 
to

 t
he

 w
or

d 
“C

he
er

io
s”

 o
n 

a 
ce

re
al

 b
ox

.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l p

rin
t 

in
 a

ll 
ar

ea
s.

• 
La

be
l s

he
lv

es
 w

ith
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

an
d 

pr
in

te
d 

w
or

ds
 a

s 
la

be
ls

.
• 

Po
in

t 
to

 w
or

ds
 a

s 
yo

u 
re

ad
 t

he
m

 in
 

bo
ok

s 
or

 s
ig

ns
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
ch

ild
 c

ar
e 

se
tt

in
g.

• 
W

rit
e 

si
m

pl
e 

ph
ra

se
s 

or
 s

en
te

nc
es

 
th

at
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

us
e 

to
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

th
ei

r 
ar

tw
or

k.

• 
Po

in
ts

 t
o 

pr
in

te
d 

w
or

ds
 a

nd
 a

sk
s,

 
“W

ha
t 

do
es

 it
 s

ay
?”

• 
Po

in
ts

 t
o 

w
or

ds
 in

 b
oo

ks
.

• 
As

ks
 a

n 
ad

ul
t 

to
 w

rit
e 

hi
s/

he
r 

w
or

ds
 o

n 
ar

t 
w

or
k 

or
 m

es
sa

ge
s 

to
 

fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 f
rie

nd
s.

• 
W

rit
e 

do
w

n 
a 

st
or

y 
th

at
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

cr
ea

te
 w

ith
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

an
d 

w
or

ds
.

• 
La

be
l a

ll 
pe

rs
on

al
 it

em
s 

w
ith

 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

na
m

es
.

• 
As

k 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

co
m

m
on

 
le

tt
er

s,
 w

or
ds

, 
an

d 
nu

m
be

rs
 t

ha
t 

ar
e 

di
sp

la
ye

d 
in

 t
he

ir 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.

• 
R

ec
og

ni
ze

s 
fa

m
ili

ar
 w

or
ds

 in
 p

rin
t 

du
rin

g 
st

or
yt

el
lin

g.
• 

U
nd

er
st

an
ds

 t
ha

t 
gr

ou
ps

 o
f 
le

tt
er

s 
fo

rm
 (
m

ea
ni

ng
fu

l) 
w

or
ds

, 
an

d 
as

ks
 

w
ha

t 
th

ey
 m

ea
n.

• 
Fr

eq
ue

nt
ly

 id
en

tifi
es

 fi
rs

t 
na

m
e.
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S
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e 

Le
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xp
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ie
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es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht
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w
ith

 c
hi
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di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
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rs
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ou
 m

ig
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ir

fa
x 

C
ou

nt
y 

Ea
rly
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g 
G
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2

1

4
. 
Ea

rl
y 

W
ri

ti
ng

Yo
un

g 
ch

ild
re

n 
de

ve
lo

p 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
gs

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 f
un

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
w

rit
te

n 
la

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 le

ar
n 

th
at

 id
ea

s 
ca

n 
be

 w
rit

te
n 

as
 t

he
y 

ar
e 

gi
ve

n 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 

to
 s

ee
 a

du
lts

 w
rit

e 
an

d 
to

 w
rit

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

. 
Th

ey
 b

eg
in

 t
o 

ge
ne

ra
te

 id
ea

s 
ab

ou
t 

ho
w

 w
rit

te
n 

la
ng

ua
ge

 w
or

ks
 a

nd
 e

xp
lo

re
 it

s 
us

es
. 
Yo

un
g 

ch
ild

re
n’

s 
at

te
m

pt
s 

to
 w

rit
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

sc
rib

bl
in

g,
 f
or

m
s,

 a
nd

 in
ve

nt
iv

e 
sp

el
lin

g 
he

lp
 t

he
m

 t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 w

rit
in

g 
as

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n.

 O
ve

r 
tim

e,
 a

tt
em

pt
s 

at
 e

ar
ly

 w
rit

in
g 

w
ill

 m
or

e 
cl

os
el

y 
al

ig
n 

to
 c

on
ve

nt
io

na
l w

rit
in

g.
  

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

L
it

er
a
cy

 (
L

IT
)

a.
 N

ot
ic

e 
th

at
 a

du
lts

 a
ro

un
d 

th
em

 w
rit

e.
b.

 H
ol

d 
so

m
e 

si
m

pl
e 

w
rit

in
g 

to
ol

s 
an

d 
m

ak
e 

m
ar

ks
 w

he
n 

us
in

g 
th

em
.

c.
 D

ev
el

op
 a

n 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

th
at

 w
rit

in
g 

is
 a

 w
ay

 o
f 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
in

g 
fo

r 
a 

va
rie

ty
 

of
 p

ur
po

se
s.

d.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

re
pr

es
en

t 
st

or
ie

s 
an

d 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

 t
hr

ou
gh

 p
ic

tu
re

s,
 

di
ct

at
io

n,
 a

nd
 in

 p
la

y.
e.

 E
xp

er
im

en
t 

w
ith

 a
 g

ro
w

in
g 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
w

rit
in

g 
to

ol
s 

an
d 

m
at

er
ia

ls
, 
su

ch
 a

s 
pe

nc
ils

, 
cr

ay
on

s,
 a

nd
 c

om
pu

te
rs

.
f.
 P

ro
gr

es
s 

fr
om

 u
si

ng
 s

cr
ib

bl
es

, 
sh

ap
es

, 
or

 p
ic

tu
re

s 
to

 r
ep

re
se

nt
 

id
ea

s,
 t

o 
us

in
g 

le
tt

er
-li

ke
 s

ym
bo

ls
, 
to

 
co

py
in

g 
or

 w
rit

in
g 

fa
m

ili
ar

 w
or

ds
 s

uc
h 

as
 t

he
ir 

ow
n 

na
m

es
.

g.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

le
ar

n 
so

m
e 

of
 t
he

 
co

nv
en

tio
na

l p
at

te
rn

s 
of

 w
rit

te
n 

la
ng

ua
ge

.  
h.

 C
ho

os
e 

to
 in

te
ra

ct
 w

ith
 b

oo
ks

, w
rit

in
g 

an
d 

re
ad

in
g 

re
la

te
d 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
. 

i. 
D

ev
el

op
 fi

ne
 m

ot
or

 s
ki

lls
 in

 o
rd

er
 

to
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

cr
ea

tiv
e 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

ns
 a

nd
 w

rit
te

n 
sy

m
bo

ls
. 

• 
M

od
el

 w
rit

in
g 

du
rin

g 
da

ily
 r

ou
tin

es
. 
D

es
cr

ib
e 

w
ha

t 
is

 b
ei

ng
 w

rit
te

n.
• 

G
iv

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 t

o 
da

bb
le

 w
ith

 
cr

ay
on

s,
 m

ar
ke

rs
, 
an

d 
ch

un
ky

 p
en

ci
ls

 a
t 

a 
ta

bl
e 

or
 a

t 
an

 e
as

el
.

• 
Pi

ck
s 

up
 c

ra
yo

ns
 a

nd
 m

ar
ke

rs
.

• 
G

ra
sp

s 
m

ar
ke

rs
 w

ith
 w

ho
le

 h
an

d 
an

d 
m

ak
es

 r
an

do
m

 m
ar

ks
.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
w

rit
in

g 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 in
 t

he
 d

ra
m

at
ic

 p
la

y 
ar

ea
 a

nd
 le

t 
th

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
w

rit
e 

do
w

n 
yo

ur
 

or
de

r, 
or

 w
rit

e 
a 

pr
es

cr
ip

tio
n.

• 
C

re
at

e 
a 

w
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 w
ith

 w
rit

in
g 

an
d 

pr
in

tin
g 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 f
or

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 e
xp

lo
re

.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 t

ha
t 

de
ve

lo
p 

st
re

ng
th

 a
nd

 
co

nt
ro

l o
f 
th

ei
r 

ha
nd

 m
us

cl
es

, 
su

ch
 a

s 
cl

ay
 

an
d 

cl
ot

he
s 

pi
ns

.

• 
S

cr
ib

bl
es

 o
n 

a 
pa

pe
r, 

us
in

g 
pr

in
t- 

lik
e 

sy
m

bo
ls

 a
nd

 s
om

e 
le

tt
er

s.
• 

At
te

m
pt

s 
to

 w
rit

e 
m

os
t 

le
tt

er
s 

an
d 

so
m

e 
le

tt
er

s 
of

 fi
rs

t 
na

m
e.

• 
As

ks
 a

du
lt 

to
 w

rit
e 

th
in

gs
 d

ow
n,

 
“H

ow
 d

o 
I w

rit
e 

I l
ov

e 
yo

u?
”

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
a 

w
or

d 
fil

e 
in

 t
he

 w
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 t
o 

he
lp

 
ch

ild
re

n 
pr

in
t 

m
es

sa
ge

s.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

w
rit

in
g 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 s

uc
h 

as
 

si
de

w
al

k 
ch

al
k 

an
d 

pa
in

t 
br

us
he

s.
• 

Le
t 

ch
ild

re
n 

m
ak

e 
ca

rd
s 

fo
r 

va
rio

us
 

oc
ca

si
on

s.
 E

nc
ou

ra
ge

 t
he

m
 t

o 
w

rit
e 

in
 a

 w
ay

 
th

at
 m

ak
es

 s
en

se
 t

o 
th

em
.

• 
W

rit
es

 a
 s

tr
in

g 
of

 le
tt

er
s,

 r
ea

ds
 

th
em

, 
or

 a
sk

s 
to

 h
av

e 
th

em
 r

ea
d.

• 
Ex

pe
rim

en
ts

 w
ith

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
w

rit
in

g 
to

ol
s.

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:





Fa
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C
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nt
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Ea
rly

 L
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rn
in
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G
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2

2

5
. 
A

lp
ha

be
t 

K
no

w
le

dg
e

Le
tt

er
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
is

 a
n 

es
se

nt
ia

l c
om

po
ne

nt
 t

o 
be

gi
n 

re
ad

in
g 

an
d 

w
rit

in
g 

su
cc

es
sf

ul
ly
. 
Fu

nc
tio

ns
 o

f 
le

tt
er

s 
in

 w
rit

in
g 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
co

nn
ec

tio
n 

to
 s

ou
nd

s 
ar

e 
cr

iti
ca

l c
om

po
ne

nt
s 

in
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
su

cc
es

s 
in

 le
ar

ni
ng

 t
o 

re
ad

.

L
it

er
a
cy

 (
L

IT
)

a.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

no
tic

e 
th

e 
so

un
ds

 o
f 
le

tt
er

 
na

m
es

.

b.
 S

ho
w

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 a
ss

oc
ia

tin
g 

th
e 

na
m

es
 o

f 
le

tt
er

s 
w

ith
 t

he
ir 

sh
ap

es
 a

nd
 

so
un

ds
.

c.
 In

cr
ea

se
 in

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 n

ot
ic

e 
th

e 
be

gi
nn

in
g 

le
tt

er
s 

in
 f
am

ili
ar

 w
or

ds
.

d.
 Id

en
tif

y 
at

 le
as

t 
te

n 
le

tt
er

s 
of

 t
he

 
al

ph
ab

et
, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 t
ho

se
 in

 t
he

ir 
ow

n 
na

m
es

.
e.

 K
no

w
 t

ha
t 

le
tt

er
s 

of
 t

he
 a

lp
ha

be
t 

ar
e 

a 
sp

ec
ia

l c
at

eg
or

y 
of

 v
is

ua
l g

ra
ph

ic
s 

th
at

 
ca

n 
be

 in
di

vi
du

al
ly

 n
am

ed
.

f.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 a
n 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 c
on

ce
pt

s 
of

 p
rin

t.
 

g.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

le
ar

n 
so

m
e 

of
 t

he
 c

on
ve

nt
io

na
l 

pa
tt

er
ns

 o
f 
w

rit
te

n 
la

ng
ua

ge
.

h.
 W

rit
e 

a 
st

rin
g 

of
 le

tt
er

s,
 r

ea
d 

th
em

, 
or

 
as

k 
to

 h
av

e 
th

em
 r

ea
d.

  
 

• 
S

in
g 

th
e 

AB
C

 s
on

g 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

da
y.

• 
U

se
 t

he
 n

am
es

 o
f 
le

tt
er

s 
in

 d
ai

ly
 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
ns

.

• 
R

ep
ea

ts
 t

he
 s

ou
nd

s 
of

 a
 f
ew

 le
tt

er
    

  
na

m
es

.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
le

tt
er

 b
lo

ck
s,

 a
lp

ha
be

t 
bo

ok
s,

 
m

ag
ne

tic
 le

tt
er

s,
 le

tt
er

 p
uz

zl
es

, 
et

c.
• 

U
se

 u
pp

er
 a

nd
 lo

w
er

 c
as

e 
le

tt
er

s 
w

he
n 

la
be

lin
g 

ite
m

s.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

le
tt

er
 s

or
tin

g 
ga

m
es

 u
si

ng
 le

tt
er

s 
th

at
 a

re
 f
am

ili
ar

 t
o 

th
e 

ch
ild

re
n.

• 
S

ee
s 

a 
st

op
 s

ig
n 

an
d 

sa
ys

, 
“T

ha
t’

s 
S

-T
-O

-P
.”

• 
Po

in
ts

 t
o 

a 
C

he
er

io
s 

bo
x 

an
d 

sa
ys

, 
“T

ha
t’

s 
C

, 
lik

e 
in

 m
y 

na
m

e.
” 

• 
As

k 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 w
rit

e 
th

ei
r 

na
m

es
 o

n 
ar

tw
or

k,
 a

nd
 s

ig
n 

in
 a

nd
 o

ut
.

• 
Pl

ay
 s

im
pl

e 
m

at
ch

in
g 

ga
m

es
 w

ith
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

an
d 

le
tt

er
 s

ou
nd

s.
• 

S
in

g 
“B

IN
G

O
” 

us
in

g 
th

e 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

na
m

es
.

• 
S

ha
pe

 le
tt

er
s 

ou
t 

of
 p

la
y-

do
ug

h.

• 
Fr

eq
ue

nt
ly

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
s 

fir
st

 n
am

e 
w

he
n 

w
rit

te
n.

• 
Id

en
tifi

es
 t

he
 fi

rs
t 

le
tt

er
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

fir
st

 n
am

e 
w

he
n 

w
rit

te
n.

• 
Ex

pe
rim

en
ts

 w
ith

 le
tt

er
 p

at
te

rn
s,

 
e.

g.
, 
co

ns
on

an
t,

 v
ow

el
.

• 
N

am
es

 s
ev

er
al

 le
tt

er
s 

oc
cu

rr
in

g 
in

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l p

rin
t.

• 
N

ot
ic

es
 le

tt
er

s 
in

 f
am

ili
ar

 e
ve

ry
da

y 
lif

e 
an

d 
as

ks
 h

ow
 t

o 
sp

el
l w

or
ds

, 
na

m
es

, 
or

 t
itl

es
.
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B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
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w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to
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e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith
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hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee
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2

3

1
. 
N

um
be

r 
an

d 
O

pe
ra

ti
on

s
C

hi
ld

re
n 

be
ne

fit
 f
ro

m
 d

ai
ly

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 in
vo

lv
in

g 
co

m
pa

ris
on

 a
nd

 c
ou

nt
in

g 
du

rin
g 

th
ei

r 
ev

er
yd

ay
 p

la
y 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
. 
Yo

un
g 

ch
ild

re
n 

no
tic

e 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 o

r 
de

cr
ea

si
ng

 t
he

 it
em

s 
in

 a
 c

ol
le

ct
io

n 
of

 o
bj

ec
ts

. 
C

hi
ld

re
n 

ne
ed

 m
an

y 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 t

o 
m

at
ch

 o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

 t
o 

us
e 

co
un

tin
g 

to
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

ch
an

ge
s 

in
 t

he
 n

um
be

r 
of

 o
bj

ec
ts

.

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

M
a
th

em
a
ti

cs
 (

M
A

)

a.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 a

 g
ro

w
in

g 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

 (
sa

m
e/

di
ff

er
en

t)
.

b.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 a

 g
ro

w
in

g 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 

m
at

ch
in

g.
c.

 D
em

on
st

ra
te

 a
 g

ro
w

in
g 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 
se

qu
en

ci
ng

.
d.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
us

e 
nu

m
be

r 
w

or
ds

.

e.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 in
te

re
st

 a
nd

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
 n

um
be

rs
 a

nd
 c

ou
nt

in
g 

as
 a

 m
ea

ns
 f
or

 s
ol

vi
ng

 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

an
d 

de
te

rm
in

in
g 

qu
an

tit
y.

f.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

as
so

ci
at

e 
nu

m
be

r 
co

nc
ep

ts
, 
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

, 
qu

an
tit

ie
s,

 a
nd

 w
rit

te
n 

nu
m

er
al

s 
in

 m
ea

ni
ng

fu
l 

w
ay

s.
g.

 D
ev

el
op

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 c
ou

nt
 in

 s
eq

ue
nc

e 
to

 
te

n 
an

d 
be

yo
nd

.
h.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

us
e 

of
 o

ne
-to

-o
ne

 c
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e 

in
 

co
un

tin
g 

ob
je

ct
s 

an
d 

m
at

ch
in

g 
gr

ou
ps

 o
f 
ob

je
ct

s.
i. 

B
eg

in
 t

o 
us

e 
la

ng
ua

ge
 t

o 
co

m
pa

re
 n

um
be

rs
 o

f 
ob

j- 
ec

ts
 w

ith
 t

er
m

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
m

or
e,

 le
ss

, 
gr

ea
te

r 
th

an
, 
 

fe
w

er
 t

ha
n,

 a
nd

 e
qu

al
 t

o.
j. 

D
ev

el
op

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
ab

ili
ty

 t
o 

co
m

bi
ne

, 
se

pa
ra

te
, 

an
d 

na
m

e 
ho

w
 m

an
y 

co
nc

re
te

 o
bj

ec
ts

 t
he

y 
se

e.

k.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

a 
se

ns
e 

of
 n

um
be

r 
an

d 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 n

um
er

ic
al

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

ps
 t

ha
t 

gi
ve

s 
th

em
 t

he
 fl

ex
ib

ili
ty

 t
o 

de
al

 w
ith

 n
um

be
rs

 in
 

m
an

y 
di

ff
er

en
t 

fo
rm

s.
 

l. 
B

eg
in

 t
o 

m
od

el
 a

nd
 d

ev
el

op
 a

n 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
 a

nd
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
fo

r 
co

m
pu

ta
tio

ns
.

• 
R

ea
d 

co
un

tin
g 

bo
ok

s.
• 

Pl
ay

 w
ith

 s
m

al
l b

lo
ck

s.
 U

se
 n

um
be

r 
w

or
ds

 
an

d 
co

m
pa

ris
on

 w
or

ds
 a

s 
yo

u 
st

ac
k.

• 
C

ou
nt

 b
ut

to
ns

 a
s 

yo
u 

dr
es

s 
ch

ild
, 
or

 t
he

 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 c
ra

ck
er

s 
as

 y
ou

 e
at

 s
na

ck
s.

• 
S

in
g 

nu
m

be
r 

so
ng

s 
an

d 
fin

ge
r 

pl
ay

s.
• 

Ar
ra

ng
e 

bl
oc

ks
 in

 o
rd

er
 o

f 
si

ze
.

• 
Lo

ok
s 

at
 c

ou
nt

in
g 

bo
ok

s.
 

• 
G

ro
up

s 
bl

oc
ks

 in
 s

m
al

l p
ile

s 
an

d 
la

rg
e 

pi
le

s.
• 

Pa
rt

ic
ip

at
es

 in
 c

ou
nt

in
g 

so
ng

s 
us

in
g 

fin
ge

rs
 t

o 
re

pr
es

en
t 

nu
m

be
rs

 b
ei

ng
 s

un
g.

• 
In

cl
ud

e 
co

un
tin

g 
as

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 d
ai

ly
 r

ou
tin

e.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

co
lle

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
th

re
e 

to
 fi

ve
 o

bj
ec

ts
 

(b
ut

to
ns

, 
pl

as
tic

 a
ni

m
al

s,
 s

he
lls

, 
ke

ys
) 
th

at
 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
co

un
tin

g.
  

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
co

un
tin

g 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 w

hi
le

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
pl

ay
 w

ith
 m

an
ip

ul
at

iv
es

.
• 

En
co

ur
ag

e 
on

e 
to

 o
ne

 c
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e 

as
 

ch
ild

re
n 

ha
nd

 o
ut

 m
at

er
ia

ls
.

• 
R

ea
d 

st
or

ie
s 

an
d 

si
ng

 s
on

gs
 w

he
re

 g
ro

up
s 

or
 o

bj
ec

ts
 a

re
 t

ak
en

 a
w

ay
, 
su

ch
 a

s 
“T

en
 in

 a
 

B
ed

.”
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

nu
m

er
al

s 
m

ad
e 

of
 a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 - 

fe
lt,

 w
oo

d,
 m

ag
ne

ts
, 
an

d 
sa

nd
pa

pe
r.

• 
C

ou
nt

s 
te

n 
ob

je
ct

s 
w

ith
 

ad
ul

t 
as

si
st

an
ce

.
• 

U
se

s 
“m

or
e”

 o
r 

“l
es

s”
 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
ly
.

• 
G

iv
es

 e
ac

h 
ch

ild
 o

ne
 

ite
m

.
• 

M
ak

es
 g

ro
up

in
gs

 o
f 

ob
je

ct
s 

of
 t

he
 s

am
e 

nu
m

be
r 

(i.
e.

, 
st

ac
ki

ng
 

bl
oc

ks
 in

 p
ile

s 
of

 t
hr

ee
).

• 
Pl

ay
 d

om
in

os
 w

ith
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

lin
in

g 
up

 t
he

 s
id

es
 

w
ith

 t
he

 s
am

e 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 d
ot

s.
• 

G
iv

e 
ch

ild
 t

w
o 

ob
je

ct
s 

to
 c

ou
nt

 a
nd

 t
he

n 
gi

ve
 

th
e 

ch
ild

 t
w

o 
m

or
e 

ob
je

ct
s 

an
d 

as
k,

 “
H

ow
 

m
an

y 
ob

je
ct

s 
do

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
no

w
?”

• 
M

at
ch

es
 n

um
er

al
s,

 z
er

o 
to

 
te

n,
 to

 c
or

re
ct

 n
um

be
r o

f d
ot

s.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 c

ou
nt

 o
bj

ec
ts

 u
si

ng
 

on
e 

to
 o

ne
 c

or
re

sp
on

de
nc

e.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 m

od
el

 “
ad

di
ng

 
to

” 
an

d 
“t

ak
in

g 
aw

ay
” 

us
in

g 
ob

je
ct

s.
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en

ch
m

ar
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W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 
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 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
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to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht
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ee
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2
. 
 G

eo
m

et
ry

 a
nd

 S
pa

ti
al

 S
en

se
G

eo
m

et
ry

 f
or

 y
ou

ng
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

in
vo

lv
es

 o
bs

er
vi

ng
 a

nd
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
th

e 
sh

ap
es

 t
ha

t 
ar

e 
fo

un
d 

ev
er

yw
he

re
 in

 t
he

ir 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.
  
C

hi
ld

re
n 

na
tu

ra
lly

 u
se

 
ge

om
et

ric
 s

ha
pe

s 
an

d 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 s

pa
ce

 a
s 

th
ey

 b
eg

in
 t

o 
ex

pr
es

s 
th

em
se

lv
es

 t
hr

ou
gh

 d
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w
in

g 
an

d 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

ns
.

M
a
th

em
a
ti

cs
 (

M
A

)

a.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

an
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
of

 
sh

ap
es

.
b.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
de

ve
lo

p 
an

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
 s

iz
e.

c.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 u
se

 o
f 
bo

dy
 a

nd
 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 in

 s
pa

ce
.

i. 
B

eg
in

 t
o 

re
co

gn
iz

e,
 s

or
t,

 a
nd

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
ge

om
et

ric
 s

ha
pe

s 
as

 t
he

y 
so

lv
e 

pr
ob

le
m

s 
in

vo
lv

in
g 

sh
ap

e,
 p

os
iti

on
, 
an

d 
or

ie
nt

at
io

n 
in

 s
pa

ce
. 

• 
R

ea
d 

sh
ap

e 
bo

ok
s.

• 
U

se
 w

or
ds

 li
ke

 “
bi

g”
 a

nd
 “

lit
tle

”,
 “

ov
er

” 
an

d 
“u

nd
er
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 w

he
n 

ta
lk

in
g 

to
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ab
ou

t 
ob

je
ct

s 
in

 t
he

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
sh

ap
e 

so
rt

in
g 

to
ys

 a
nd

 s
ha

pe
 

pu
zz

le
s.

• 
G

ro
up

s 
sa

m
e 

sh
ap

e 
or

 s
am

e 
si

ze
 

ob
je

ct
s 

w
he

n 
us

in
g 

so
rt

in
g 

bo
x 

to
ys

 o
r 

si
m

pl
e 

pu
zz

le
s.

• 
M

ov
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 t
oy

s 
or

 t
he

ir 
ow

n 
bo

dy
 in

 
di

ff
er

en
t 

po
si

tio
ns

 li
ke
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un

de
r”

 o
r 

“o
n 

to
p.

”

• 
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en
tifi
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 c
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le
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sq

ua
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, 
an

d 
tr

ia
ng

le
.

• 
D

es
cr
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es

 t
he

 w
ay

s 
th

ey
 h

av
e 

so
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ed
 

sh
ap

es
.

• 
D

es
cr

ib
es

 o
bj

ec
ts

 b
y 

on
e 

or
 t

w
o 

at
tr

ib
ut

es
. 

• 
D

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

di
re

ct
io

na
l w

or
ds

 
(o

ve
r, 

un
de

r, 
be

hi
nd

, 
be

si
de

, 
et

c.
).

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
sh

ap
es

 f
or

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 
us

e 
in

 t
he

ir 
ar

t 
w

or
k.

• 
B

ui
ld

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
s 

w
ith

 u
ni

t 
bl

oc
ks

 w
hi

le
 

ta
lk

in
g 

ab
ou

t 
sh

ap
e 

na
m

es
 a

nd
 p

os
iti

on
s 

of
 b

lo
ck

s 
as

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
bu

ild
.

• 
N

am
es

 s
qu

ar
es

, 
tr

ia
ng

le
s,

 c
irc

le
s,

 
an

d 
re

ct
an

gl
es

.
• 

S
or

ts
 a

 g
ro

up
 o

f 
ob

je
ct

s 
us

in
g 

on
e 

or
 

tw
o 

at
tr

ib
ut

es
.

• 
D

es
cr

ib
es

 t
he

 p
os

iti
on

 o
f 
ob

je
ct

s 
in

 r
el

at
io

n 
to

 o
th

er
 o

bj
ec

ts
 a

nd
 

th
em

se
lv

es
 u

si
ng

 t
he

 w
or

ds
: 
ov

er
/

un
de

r, 
to

p/
bo

tt
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et

c.

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy
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en
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W
e 

w
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t 
ch
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re
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 b
e 
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 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 fo

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 fi
nd

 
sh

ap
es

 in
 th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t, 
in

do
or

s 
an

d 
ou

td
oo

rs
.  

• 
C
re

at
e 

cu
to

ut
s 

of
 s
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pe

s 
ou

t o
f v

ar
io

us
 

ty
pe

s 
of

 m
at

er
ia

ls
 (p

la
st

ic
 li

ds
, c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

pa
pe

r, 
ca

rd
bo

ar
d,

 fa
br

ic
). 

 H
av

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
us

e 
th

e 
cu

to
ut

 s
ha

pe
s 

to
 s

or
t i

nt
o 

gr
ou
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 o

r 
cr

ea
te

 a
 c

ol
la

ge
.

• 
U

se
 p

at
te

rn
 c

ar
ds

 to
 s

tr
in

g 
sq

ua
re

, r
ou

nd
, 

ov
al

 b
ea

ds
.

• 
Pl

ay
 S

im
on

 S
ay

s 
us

in
g 

di
re

ct
io

na
l w

or
ds

 (u
p,

 
ov

er
, n

ex
t t

o,
 d

ow
n,

 b
eh

in
d)

 w
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 b
ea

n 
ba

gs
.

• 
D

an
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 a
s 

a 
gr

ou
p,

 a
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w
in

g 
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re

n 
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ea
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 m
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. A

sk
 th

em
 to

 d
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cr
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e 
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r 
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e 
an

d 
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s 
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e 

m
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in
g 

w
ith
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ie
s.

d.
 B
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co
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 d
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e,
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re
, a

nd
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m

e 
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m
m

on
 s
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s,
 th
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r p

ar
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 a
nd

 
at

tri
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te
s.

e.
 P

ro
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es
s 
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 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 p
ut

 to
ge

th
er

 a
nd

 ta
ke

 
ap

ar
t s

ha
pe

s.
f. 

B
eg

in
 to

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
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et
er

m
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e 
w

he
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er
 o

r n
ot
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o 
sh

ap
es

 a
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e 
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m

e 
si

ze
 a
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pe

.
g.

 S
ho

w
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ro
w
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 m
at

ch
in
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 s

or
tin
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 p

ut
tin

g 
in

 
a 

se
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s,
 a

nd
 re
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ou
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ng

 o
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ec
ts

 a
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or
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ng
 to
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e 
or

 tw
o 

at
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bu
te

s 
su
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 a

s 
co

lo
r, 

sh
ap

e,
 o

r 
si

ze
.

h.
 B

ui
ld

 a
n 

in
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ea
si

ng
 u

nd
er

st
an
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ng

 o
f 

di
re

ct
io

na
lit

y,
 o

rd
er

, a
nd

 p
os

iti
on

s 
of

 o
bj

ec
ts

, 
an

d 
w

or
ds

 s
uc

h 
as

 u
p,

 d
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n,
 o

ve
r, 

un
de

r, 
to

p,
 b

ot
to

m
, i

ns
id

e,
 o

ut
si

de
, i

n 
fro

nt
, a

nd
 

be
hi

nd
.





Fa
ir

fa
x 

C
ou

nt
y 

Ea
rly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
G

ui
de

lin
es

  
  
  
2

5

3
. 
P

at
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an
d 

M
ea
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m
en

t
C

hi
ld

re
n 

w
ho

 s
ee

 p
at

te
rn

s 
in

 t
he

ir 
w

or
ld

 a
re

 b
et

te
r 

ab
le

 t
o 

re
m

em
be

r 
w

ha
t 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
le

ar
ne

d 
an

d 
tr

an
sf

er
 t

he
 k

no
w

le
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e 
to

 n
ew

 s
itu

at
io

ns
. 
C

hi
ld

re
n 

na
tu

ra
lly

 m
ak

e 
co

m
pa

ris
on

s.
 F

ro
m

 a
 v

er
y 

yo
un

g 
ag

e 
on

, 
ch

ild
re

n 
ar

e 
co

m
pa

rin
g 

w
ho

 is
 t

al
le

r 
an

d 
w

ho
 h

as
 m

or
e.

 C
om

pa
ris

on
 is

 t
he

 fi
rs

t 
st

ep
 in

 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 a
n 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 m
ea

su
re

m
en

t.

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

M
a
th

em
a
ti

cs
 (

M
A

)

a.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

m
ak

e 
si

m
pl

e 
co

m
pa

ris
on

s.

b.
 E

nh
an

ce
 a

bi
lit

ie
s 

to
 r

ec
og

ni
ze

, 
du

pl
ic

at
e,

 a
nd

 e
xt

en
d 

si
m

pl
e 

pa
tt

er
ns

 
us

in
g 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 
m

at
er

ia
ls

.
c.

 S
ho

w
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
bi

lit
ie

s 
to

 m
at

ch
, 

so
rt

, 
pu

t 
in

 s
er

ie
s,

 a
nd

 r
eg

ro
up

 
ob

je
ct

s 
ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 o

ne
 o

r 
tw

o 
at

tr
ib

ut
es

 s
uc

h 
as

 s
ha

pe
 o

r 
si

ze
.

d.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

m
ak

e 
co

m
pa

ris
on

s 
be

tw
ee

n 
se

ve
ra

l o
bj

ec
ts

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
a 

si
ng

le
 

at
tr

ib
ut

e.
e.

 S
ho

w
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

in
 u

si
ng

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
an

d 
no

n-
st

an
da

rd
 m

ea
su

re
s 

fo
r 

le
ng

th
 a

nd
 

ar
ea

 o
f 
ob

je
ct

s.

f.
 R

ec
og

ni
ze

 a
nd

 c
op

y 
si

m
pl

e 
pa

tt
er

ns
.

g.
 E

xp
lo

re
 a

nd
 d

ev
el

op
 t

he
 c

on
ce

pt
 o

f 
m

ea
su

re
m

en
t 

by
 u

si
ng

 n
on

-s
ta

nd
ar

d 
un

its
 o

f 
m

ea
su

re
m

en
t.

h.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

an
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
of

 t
im

e 
co

nc
ep

ts
 a

nd
 s

eq
ue

nc
e.

• 
U

se
 c

om
pa

ris
on

 w
or

ds
 w

he
n 

pl
ay

in
g 

w
ith

 b
ig

 
an

d 
lit

tle
 t

oy
s.

• 
Ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 “
m

or
e,

” 
“l

es
s,

” 
an

d 
“a

ll 
go

ne
” 

du
rin

g 
sn

ac
k 

tim
e.

• 
Po

in
ts

 t
o 

la
rg

er
 o

f 
tw

o 
ob

je
ct

s 
w

he
n 

pr
es

en
te

d 
ob

je
ct

s 
of

 
di

ff
er

en
t 

si
ze

s 
an

d 
as

ke
d 

to
 

id
en

tif
y 

“b
ig

”.
• 

N
ot

ic
es

 a
no

th
er

 c
hi

ld
 h

as
 m

or
e 

(c
ra

ck
er

s,
 c

he
er

io
s)

.

• 
M

ak
e 

si
m

pl
e 

ga
m

es
 u

si
ng

 f
ab

ric
 s

w
at

ch
es

 o
r 

w
al

lp
ap

er
 s

am
pl

es
 f
or

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 m
at

ch
.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
w

ith
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

to
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m

pa
re

 le
ng

th
s 

us
in

g 
ev

er
yd

ay
 o

bj
ec

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 y

ar
n,

 jo
in

ed
 p
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st

ic
 li
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s,

 c
ub

es
, 
et

c.
• 

Ex
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e 
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e 
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t 
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 w
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t 
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 h
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ng
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w

o 
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en
t 

ob
je

ct
s 

an
d 

de
te
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in

in
g 

w
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ch
 o

ne
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 h
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er
.

• 
U

se
 b

al
an

ce
 s

ca
le

s 
w

ith
 p

la
y 

do
ug

h,
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co
rn

s,
 

sh
el

ls
, 
et

c.

• 
S

or
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 a
 v
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ie
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 o

f 
ob

je
ct

s 
by

 c
ol

or
, 

te
xt

ur
e,

 s
ha

pe
, 
et

c.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 id

en
tif

y 
lo

ng
er

 o
f 
tw

o 
ob

je
ct

s.
• 

Id
en

tifi
es

 h
ea

vi
er

 o
f 
tw

o 
ob

je
ct

s.
• 

U
se

s 
co

m
pa

rin
g 

w
or

ds
: 
e.

g.
, 
bi

g,
 

bi
gg

er
, 
an

d 
bi

gg
es

t.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
pa

rq
ue

tr
y 

bl
oc

ks
 t

o 
m

an
ip

ul
at

e 
as

 a
 

ta
bl

e 
to

p 
ac

tiv
ity

.
• 

W
he

n 
st

rin
gi

ng
 b

ea
ds

, 
pr

ov
id

e 
pi

ct
ur

e 
ca

rd
s 

or
 p

at
te

rn
s 

to
 c

op
y.

• 
G

iv
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 
ru

le
rs

 a
nd

 
m

ea
su

rin
g 

ta
pe

s 
to

 m
ea

su
re

 b
lo

ck
 

st
ru

ct
ur

es
, 
ta

bl
es

, 
ch

ai
rs

, 
et

c.
• 

R
ea

d 
th

e 
da

ily
 s

ch
ed

ul
e 

w
ith

 t
he

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
an

d 
as

k 
qu

es
tio

ns
, 
su

ch
 a

s 
“W

ha
t 

do
 w

e 
do

 a
ft

er
 

lu
nc

h?
”

• 
Ex

pl
or

es
 a

nd
 c

re
at

es
 s

im
pl

e 
pa

tt
er

ns
 u

si
ng

 o
bj

ec
ts

, 
ve

rb
al

ly
 

la
be

lin
g 

w
ha

t 
he

/s
he

 h
as

.
• 

R
ec

og
ni

ze
s 

an
d 

co
pi

es
 s

im
pl

e 
pa

tt
er

ns
 w

ith
 o

bj
ec

ts
.

• 
M

ea
su

re
s 

le
ng

th
 a

nd
 w

ei
gh

t 
us

in
g 

bo
th

 n
on

-s
ta

nd
ar

d 
un

its
 a

nd
 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 t

oo
ls

.
• 

U
se

s 
w

or
ds

 t
ha

t 
de

sc
rib

e 
tim

e 
an

d 
w

ha
t 

co
m

es
 fi

rs
t.

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:





Fa
ir

fa
x 

C
ou

nt
y 

Ea
rly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
G

ui
de

lin
es

  
  
  
2

6

1
. 
S

ci
en

ti
fic

 S
ki

lls
 a

nd
 M

et
ho

ds
C

hi
ld

re
n 

ar
e 

na
tu

ra
lly

 c
ur

io
us

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 w

or
ld

 a
ro

un
d 

th
em

. 
 T

he
y 

us
e 

se
ns

es
 t

o 
ga

th
er

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
as

ki
ng

 q
ue

st
io

ns
, 
m

ea
su

re
, 
so

rt
, 
cl

as
-

si
fy

, 
an

d 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
e 

th
ei

r 
di

sc
ov

er
ie

s.
 T

he
y 

le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t 

lif
e 

pr
oc

es
se

s 
an

d 
pr

op
er

tie
s 

of
 f
am

ili
ar

 o
bj

ec
ts

 s
uc

h 
as

 m
ag

ne
ts

 a
nd

 w
at

er
. 
B

y 
ex

pl
or

in
g 

sh
ad

ow
s,

 w
ea

th
er

, 
an

d 
pl

an
t 

gr
ow

th
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

co
nc

ep
t 

of
 c

ha
ng

e.
 

S
ci

en
ce

 (
S

C
I)

a.
 E

xp
lo

re
 m

at
er

ia
ls

, 
ob

je
ct

s,
 a

nd
 

pr
oc

es
se

s:
 s

of
t/

ha
rd

, 
ho

t/
co

ld
, 
w

et
/d

ry
.

b.
 B

eg
in

 to
 u

se
 s

en
se

s 
an

d 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f t
oo

ls
 

an
d 

si
m

pl
e 

m
ea

su
rin

g 
de

vi
ce

s 
to

 g
at

he
r 

in
-fo

rm
at

io
n,

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

m
at

er
ia

ls
, a

nd
 

ob
se

rv
e 

pr
oc

es
se

s 
an

d 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
.

c.
 D

ev
el

op
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

ab
ili

ty
 to

 o
bs

er
ve

 a
nd

 
di

sc
us

s 
co

m
m

on
 p

ro
pe

rt
ie

s,
 d

iff
er

en
ce

s 
an

d 
co

m
pa

ris
on

s 
am

on
g 

ob
je

ct
s 

an
d 

m
at

er
ia

ls
.

d.
 B

eg
in

 to
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 s
im

pl
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 

to
 te

st
 o

bs
er

va
tio

ns
, d

is
cu

ss
 a

nd
 d

ra
w

 
co

nc
lu

si
on

s,
 a

nd
 fo

rm
 g

en
er

al
iz

at
io

ns
.

e.
 D

ev
el

op
 g

ro
w

in
g 

ab
ili

tie
s 

to
 c

ol
le

ct
, d

es
cr

ib
e,

 
an

d 
re

co
rd

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

a 
va

rie
ty

 
of

 m
ea

ns
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n,

 d
ra

w
in

gs
, 

m
ap

s,
 a

nd
 c

ha
rt

s.
f. 

B
eg

in
 to

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
an

d 
di

sc
us

s 
pr

ed
ic

tio
ns

, 
ex

pl
an

at
io

ns
, a

nd
 g

en
er

al
iz

at
io

ns
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

pa
st

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

.

g.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 a

nd
 t

hi
nk

in
g 

sk
ill

s 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

th
e 

w
or

ld
, 
so

lv
in

g 
pr

ob
le

m
s,

 a
nd

 m
ak

in
g 

de
ci

si
on

s.
h.

 E
xp

lo
re

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 e

ff
ec

ts
 o

f 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
m

at
er

ia
ls

.

• 
In

tr
od

uc
e 

to
ys

 w
ith

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 t

ex
tu

re
s,

 
fo

od
s 

w
ith

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 s

m
el

ls
 a

nd
 o

bj
ec

ts
 

th
at

 m
ak

e 
so

un
ds

.
• 

O
ff

er
 w

at
er

 p
la

y 
w

ith
 t

oy
s 

to
 fi

ll,
 d

um
p,

 
flo

at
, 
an

d 
si

nk
.

• 
U

se
s 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 
ac

tio
ns

 
to

 e
xp

lo
re

 o
bj

ec
ts

 –
 t

ou
ch

, 
m

ou
th

in
g,

 s
m

el
l, 

sh
ak

e,
 b

an
g.

 

• 
S

et
 u

p 
sa

nd
 p

la
y 

w
ith

 n
es

tin
g 

cu
ps

, 
sp

oo
ns

, 
fu

nn
el

s,
 a

nd
 le

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
fil

l, 
du

m
p.

• 
Pl

ay
 m

at
ch

in
g 

ga
m

es
.

• 
G

iv
e 

m
ag

ni
fy

in
g 

gl
as

se
s 

to
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 

ex
pl

or
e 

ou
td

oo
rs

. 
As

k 
th

em
 t

o 
dr

aw
 

pi
ct

ur
es

 o
f 
th

ei
r 

fin
di

ng
s.

• 
C

ol
le

ct
 le

av
es

; 
so

rt
 t

he
m

 u
p 

by
 c

ol
or

, 
sh

ap
e 

or
 s

iz
e.

 M
ak

e 
a 

le
af

 g
ra

ph
.

• 
D

ur
in

g 
w

at
er

 p
la

y 
as

k 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 p
re

di
ct

 
w

hi
ch

 o
bj

ec
ts

 w
ill

 s
in

k 
or

 fl
oa

t.

• 
Tr

ie
s 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 
ac

tio
ns

 w
hi

le
 

ex
pl

or
in

g 
na

tu
ra

l m
at

er
ia

ls
.

• 
M

at
ch

es
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 w
ith

 c
om

m
on

 
pr

op
er

tie
s.

• 
C

ol
le

ct
s 

na
tu

ra
l m

at
er

ia
ls

, 
dr

aw
s 

pi
ct

ur
es

 o
f 
co

lle
ct

io
n,

 a
nd

 s
ay

s 
w

ha
t 

th
e 

pi
ct

ur
es

 r
ep

re
se

nt
.

• 
Te

st
s 

ne
w

 m
at

er
ia

ls
 a

nd
 p

re
di

ct
s 

re
su

lts
 o

f 
ac

tio
ns

. 

• 
As

k 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 t
ak

e 
tu

rn
s 

w
at

er
in

g 
flo

w
er

s,
 

pl
an

ts
; 
de

sc
rib

e 
ch

an
ge

s 
in

 g
ro

w
th

.
• 

C
re

at
e 

a 
sc

ie
nc

e 
pr

op
 b

ox
 w

ith
 n

at
ur

e 
bo

ok
s,

 m
ag

ni
fy

in
g 

gl
as

se
s,

 m
ag

ne
ts

, 
bu

tt
er

fly
 n

et
s,

 s
ho

ve
ls

, 
an

d 
bi

no
cu

la
rs

 f
or

 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

an
d 

co
lle

ct
 m

at
er

ia
ls

.
• 

Pl
ay

 a
 li

st
en

in
g 

ga
m

e 
w

hi
le

 o
n 

a 
w

al
k 

ou
td

oo
rs

.

• 
D

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

at
te

nt
io

n 
to

 t
hi

ng
s 

(w
ea

th
er

, 
an

im
al

s,
 p

la
nt

 li
fe

) 
in

 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.
• 

U
se

s 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

(b
oo

ks
, 

m
ag

ne
ts

) 
to

 e
xt

en
d 

ob
se

rv
at

io
ns

 
an

d 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
ns

. 
• 

N
am

es
 a

nd
 d

es
cr

ib
es

 t
hi

ng
s 

ob
se

rv
ed

.

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:
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7

2
. 
S

ci
en

ti
fic

 K
no

w
le

dg
e

Ea
rly

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 a
re

 d
es

ig
ne

d 
to

 d
ev

el
op

 c
hi

ld
re

n’
s 

sk
ill

s 
to

 o
bs

er
ve

 a
nd

 b
eg

in
 t

o 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 t
he

 n
at

ur
al

 w
or

ld
. 
B

y 
ob

se
rv

in
g 

th
em

se
lv

es
 a

nd
 t

he
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

ch
ild

re
n 

de
ve

lo
p 

an
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
of

 a
nd

 r
es

pe
ct

 f
or

 t
he

m
se

lv
es

, 
ot

he
r 

liv
in

g 
th

in
gs

 a
nd

 t
he

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t.

 C
hi

ld
re

n 
be

co
m

e 
aw

ar
e 

of
 li

fe
 

cy
cl

es
 a

nd
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 m
at

er
ia

ls
 a

ro
un

d 
th

em
. 

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

S
ci

en
ce

 (
S

C
I)

a.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
of

 a
ni

m
al

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

liv
in

g 
th

in
gs

; 
of

 w
ea

th
er

 a
nd

 
th

e 
ou

td
oo

r 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.
b.

 E
xp

lo
re

 c
au

se
 a

nd
 e

ff
ec

t.

c.
 E

xp
an

d 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

of
 a

nd
 a

bi
lit

ie
s 

to
 

ob
se

rv
e,

 d
es

cr
ib

e,
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

he
 

na
tu

ra
l w

or
ld

, 
m

at
er

ia
ls

, 
liv

in
g 

th
in

gs
, 

an
d 

na
tu

ra
l p

ro
ce

ss
es

.
d.

 E
xp

an
d 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 a
nd

 r
es

pe
ct

 f
or

 
th

ei
r 

bo
di

es
 a

nd
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t.
e.

 D
ev

el
op

 g
ro

w
in

g 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 id

ea
s 

an
d 

la
ng

ua
ge

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o 

at
tr

ib
ut

es
 o

f 
tim

e 
an

d 
te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
.

f.
 S

ho
w

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

an
d 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 c

ha
ng

es
 

in
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 a
nd

 c
au

se
 a

nd
 e

ff
ec

t 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
.

g.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 s

im
pl

e 
pa

tt
er

ns
 

in
 t
he

ir 
da

ily
 li

ve
s.

h.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

bu
ild

 t
he

ir 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

of
 t
he

 
lif

e 
cy

cl
es

 o
f p

la
nt

s 
an

d 
an

im
al

s.
i. 

B
eg

in
 t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 t
ha

t 
ob

je
ct

s 
ca

n 
be

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 in

 t
er

m
s 

of
 t
he

ir 
ph

ys
ic

al
 p

ro
pe

rt
ie

s.
j. 

B
ec

om
e 

fa
m

ili
ar

 w
ith

 t
he

 c
on

ce
pt

 
th

at
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 e
xi

st
 in

 s
ev

er
al

 s
ta

te
s.

• 
Ta

ke
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ou
td

oo
rs

 a
nd

 le
t 

th
em

 f
ee

l t
he

 
gr

as
s,

 w
at

ch
 le

av
es

 m
ov

e 
in

 t
he

 w
in

d,
 a

nd
 

w
at

ch
 c

lo
ud

s.
• 

W
at

ch
 fi

sh
 a

nd
 r

ea
d 

st
or

ie
s 

w
hi

ch
 in

cl
ud

e 
fis

h 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

an
im

al
s.

• 
In

tr
od

uc
e 

pu
sh

/p
ul

l t
oy

s.
• 

Pl
ay

 w
ith

 J
ac

k-
In

-T
he

-B
ox

.

• 
Po

in
ts

 t
o 

an
d 

na
m

es
 f
am

ili
ar

 
an

im
al

s.
• 

W
at

ch
es

 f
or

 J
ac

k-
in

-th
e-

B
ox

, 
se

ek
s 

m
is

si
ng

 t
oy

, 
et

c.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
bo

ok
s 

an
d 

m
ag

az
in

es
 w

ith
 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s 

of
 o

ur
 n

at
ur

al
 w

or
ld

.
• 

H
av

e 
fis

h 
or

 o
th

er
 p

et
s 

th
at

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ca

re
 f
or

; 
di

sc
us

s 
ho

w
 t

he
ir 

ca
re

 r
el

at
es

 t
o 

ca
rin

g 
fo

r 
on

es
el

f.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

in
do

or
 t

he
rm

om
et

er
s 

an
d 

ch
ar

t 
da

ily
 

ch
an

ge
s 

of
 t

em
pe

ra
tu

re
.

• 
C

oo
k 

pu
dd

in
g 

an
d 

m
ak

e 
Je

ll-
O

.

• 
Id

en
tifi

es
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 r
an

ge
 o

f 
an

im
al

s.
• 

D
es

cr
ib

es
 h

ow
 t

o 
ca

re
 f
or

 a
 p

et
 a

nd
 

w
hy

 it
 is

 im
po

rt
an

t.
• 

U
se

s 
w

or
ds

 t
o 

de
sc

rib
e 

te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

.
• 

M
ea

su
re

s 
an

d 
m

ix
es

 in
gr

ed
ie

nt
s 

an
d 

di
sc

us
se

s 
th

e 
pr

oc
es

s 
an

d 
ch

an
ge

s.

• 
R

ea
d 

bo
ok

s 
ab

ou
t 

ch
an

ge
s 

in
 s

ea
so

ns
.

• 
Pl

an
t 

be
an

 s
ee

ds
 in

 a
 c

la
ss

ro
om

 “
ga

rd
en

” 
in

 a
 c

le
ar

 ja
r 

so
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ca
n 

ob
se

rv
e 

an
d 

de
sc

rib
e 

ro
ot

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
an

d 
pl

an
t 

gr
ow

th
.

• 
Pl

ac
e 

cr
ay

on
 b

its
 o

n 
ho

t 
si

de
w

al
k 

an
d 

in
 a

 
cl

ea
r 

cu
p 

of
 ic

e.

• 
O

bs
er

ve
s 

da
ily

 w
ea

th
er

 p
at

te
rn

s.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 d

is
tin

gu
is

h 
be

tw
ee

n 
liv

in
g 

an
d 

no
n-

liv
in

g 
th

in
gs

.
• 

S
eq

ue
nc

es
 p

la
nt

 g
ro

w
th

 c
ar

ds
; 

pa
irs

 a
du

lt/
ba

by
 a

ni
m

al
 c

ar
ds

.
• 

Pa
rt

ic
ip

at
es

 in
 o

bs
er

vi
ng

 a
nd

 
de

sc
rib

in
g 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

of
 h

ea
t 

an
d 

co
ld

 o
n 

m
at

er
ia

ls
.

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:





Fa
ir

fa
x 

C
ou

nt
y 

Ea
rly

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
G

ui
de

lin
es

  
  
  
2

8

1
. 
M

us
ic

C
hi

ld
re

n 
na

tu
ra

lly
 r

es
po

nd
 t

o 
th

e 
be

at
s 

an
d 

so
un

ds
 o

f 
m

us
ic

 w
hi

le
 s

in
gi

ng
, 
pl

ay
in

g 
in

st
ru

m
en

ts
, 
an

d 
da

nc
in

g.
 H

el
pi

ng
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
va

rio
us

 t
yp

es
 

of
 m

us
ic

 a
ss

is
ts

 in
 t

he
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

of
 s

el
f-e

xp
re

ss
io

n 
an

d 
cr

ea
tiv

ity
.

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

C
re

a
ti

v
e 

A
rt

s 
(C

A
)

a.
 R

es
po

nd
 t

o 
fa

m
ili

ar
 s

ou
nd

s.
b.

 P
ar

tic
ip

at
e 

in
 s

in
gi

ng
, 
no

is
e,

 a
nd

 
m

us
ic

 m
ak

in
g.

c.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 p

re
fe

re
nc

es
 f

or
 s

on
gs

.

d.
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
w

ith
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 in
te

re
st

 
an

d 
en

jo
ym

en
t 

in
 a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f 
m

us
ic

 
ac

tiv
iti

es
, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

lis
te

ni
ng

, 
si

ng
in

g,
 fi

ng
er

 p
la

ys
, 
ga

m
es

, 
an

d 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
s.

e.
 E

xp
er

im
en

t 
w

ith
 a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f 
m

us
ic

al
 

in
st

ru
m

en
ts

.

f.
 S

po
nt

an
eo

us
ly

 s
in

g 
fin

ge
rp

la
ys

 a
nd

 
so

ng
s.

g.
 F

ol
lo

w
 a

nd
 m

ai
nt

ai
n 

a 
st

ea
dy

 b
ea

t 
to

 m
us

ic
.

h.
 C

ha
nt

 o
r 

si
ng

 w
hi

le
 m

ai
nt

ai
ni

ng
 

m
ov

em
en

t 
to

 a
 b

ea
t.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f 
so

un
ds

 s
uc

h 
as

 h
um

an
 

vo
ic

e,
 o

ut
do

or
 s

ou
nd

s,
 a

nd
 m

us
ic

.
• 

At
ta

ch
 c

hi
ld

-s
af

e 
m

us
ic

al
 t

oy
s 

to
 t

he
 c

rib
 a

nd
 

pr
ov

id
e 

m
us

ic
al

 p
ul

l t
oy

s.
 

• 
S

in
g 

si
m

pl
e 

so
ng

s 
an

d 
lu

lla
bi

es
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
os

e 
fr

om
 t

he
 c

hi
ld

’s
 h

om
e 

la
ng

ua
ge

.

• 
Tu

rn
s 

he
ad

 t
ow

ar
d 

m
us

ic
. 

• 
S

ho
w

s 
de

lig
ht

 in
 h

ea
rin

g 
m

us
ic

, 
fa

m
ili

ar
 s

on
gs

, 
or

 r
hy

m
es

.
• 

M
ov

es
 t

o 
be

at
 o

f 
m

us
ic

.
• 

Jo
in

s 
in

 s
in

gi
ng

 b
y 

m
ak

in
g 

so
un

ds
.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
m

us
ic

al
 t

ap
es

/C
D

s 
an

d 
he

ad
ph

on
es

 
fo

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 li
st

en
 t

o 
m

us
ic

.
• 

S
in

g 
3
 p

itc
h 

so
ng

s 
su

ch
 “

R
ai

n,
 R

ai
n,

 G
o 

Aw
ay

.”
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

a 
se

le
ct

io
n 

of
 m

us
ic

al
 in

st
ru

m
en

ts
 

th
at

 r
efl

ec
t 

th
e 

cu
ltu

re
s 

of
 t

he
 c

hi
ld

re
n,

 a
nd

 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
 h

ow
 e

ac
h 

m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

.

• 
Li

st
en

s 
to

 a
nd

 im
ita

te
s 

so
un

ds
, 

pa
tt

er
ns

, 
or

 s
on

gs
.

• 
S

in
gs

 s
on

gs
 u

si
ng

 lo
ud

 a
nd

 s
of

t 
vo

ic
es

.
• 

U
se

s 
in

st
ru

m
en

ts
 in

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 
w

ay
s.

 

• 
S

in
g 

5
 p

itc
h 

so
ng

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
“R

ow
, 
R

ow
, 
R

ow
 

Yo
ur

 B
oa

t”
 o

r 
“B

-I-
N

-G
-O

”.
• 

As
si

st
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

in
 m

ak
in

g 
up

 t
he

ir 
ow

n 
so

ng
s.

• 
C

la
p 

al
on

g 
to

 t
he

 b
ea

t 
of

 s
on

gs
.

• 
Im

ita
te

s 
a 

5
 p

itc
h 

so
ng

.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 s

in
g 

si
m

pl
e 

m
el

od
ie

s.
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 c

la
p 

or
 p

la
y 

in
st

ru
m

en
t 

to
 b

ea
t 

of
 m

us
ic

. 
• 

D
em

on
st

ra
te

s 
pe

rs
on

al
 p

re
fe

re
nc

e 
fo

r 
di

ff
er

en
t 

ki
nd

s 
of

 m
us

ic
 a

nd
 

m
us

ic
al

 in
st

ru
m

en
ts

. 

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:





Fa
ir

fa
x 

C
ou

nt
y 

Ea
rly
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ea

rn
in

g 
G
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es

  
  
  
2

9

2
. 
A

rt
Ar

t 
is

 a
 f
or

m
 o

f 
se

lf 
ex

pr
es

si
on

. 
H

el
pi

ng
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ex
pl

or
e 

a 
w

id
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 a
rt

 m
at

er
ia

ls
 a

ss
is

ts
 in

 t
he

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n 

of
 c

re
at

iv
ity

. 
B

y 
cr

ea
tin

g 
ar

t 
at

 a
n 

ea
rly

 a
ge

, 
ch

ild
re

n 
le

ar
n 

to
 a

pp
re

ci
at

e 
ar

t 
an

d 
ex

pr
es

s 
th

ei
r 

id
ea

s,
 t

ho
ug

ht
s,

 a
nd

 f
ee

lin
gs

.

C
re

a
ti

v
e 

A
rt

s 
(C

A
)

a.
 U

se
 la

rg
e 

m
ot

or
 m

ov
em

en
ts

 t
o 

ex
pl

or
e 

m
ed

ia
.

b.
 B

eg
in

 t
o 

ga
in

 c
on

tr
ol

 in
 g

ra
sp

in
g 

si
m

pl
e 

ar
t 

to
ol

s.
c.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
pr

od
uc

e 
m

ar
ks

, 
sc

rib
bl

es
, 
an

d 
ci

rc
le

s.

d.
 G

ai
n 

an
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 u

se
 

di
ff

er
en

t 
ar

t 
m

ed
ia

 a
nd

 m
at

er
ia

ls
. 

e.
 C

re
at

e 
dr

aw
in

gs
, p

ai
nt

in
gs

, m
od

el
s,

 a
nd

 
ot

he
r 
ar

t 
cr

ea
tio

ns
. 

f. 
B

eg
in

 t
o 

pl
an

, w
or

k 
in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
, a

nd
 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 c
ar

e 
an

d 
pe

rs
is

te
nc

e 
in

 a
 

va
rie

ty
 o

f a
rt

 p
ro

je
ct

s.
g.

 B
eg

in
 t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 a

nd
 s

ha
re

 o
pi

ni
on

s 
ab

ou
t 
ar

tis
tic

 p
ro

du
ct

s 
an

d 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

.

h.
 C

om
m

un
ic

at
e 

an
d 

ex
pr

es
s 

co
nc

ep
ts

, 
id

ea
s,

 a
nd

 f
ee

lin
gs

 b
y 

m
ak

in
g 

ar
t 

an
d 

st
ud

yi
ng

 c
on

ce
pt

s 
in

 a
rt

 p
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 a
rt

is
ts

.
i. 

Le
ar

n 
ab

ou
t 

sa
fe

ty
 a

nd
 u

se
 o

f 
sa

fe
 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
w

he
n 

ha
nd

lin
g 

ar
t 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 

an
d 

to
ol

s.
 

j. 
D

ev
el

op
 s

ki
lls

 in
 u

si
ng

 a
rt

 m
at

er
ia

ls
 a

nd
 

to
ol

s.

• 
G

iv
e 

in
fa

nt
s 

di
ff

er
en

t 
co

lo
re

d 
an

d 
te

xt
ur

ed
 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 t

o 
ex

pl
or

e 
w

ith
 t

he
ir 

ha
nd

s.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

pl
ay

do
ug

h 
or

 fi
ng

er
 p

ai
nt

s 
fo

r 
to

dd
le

rs
 t

o 
ex

pl
or

e.
• 

As
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

dr
aw

 w
ith

 c
hu

bb
y 

cr
ay

on
s 

an
d 

br
us

he
s,

 t
al

k 
ab

ou
t 

w
ha

t 
th

ey
 a

re
 d

oi
ng

, 
fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e,
 “

M
ar

lo
n,

 y
ou

 m
ad

e 
bi

g 
lin

es
 

on
 y

ou
r 

pa
pe

r 
w

ith
 r

ed
 a

nd
 g

re
en

 c
ra

yo
ns

.”
 

• 
B

eg
in

s 
to

 e
xp

lo
re

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f 

cr
ea

tiv
e 

ar
t 

m
ed

ia
 u

si
ng

 la
rg

e 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 li
ke

 p
at

tin
g,

 b
an

gi
ng

, 
po

ki
ng

.
• 

U
se

s 
w

ho
le

 h
an

d 
to

 g
ra

sp
 c

ra
yo

ns
 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
ar

t 
to

ol
s.

• 
S

ho
w

s 
en

jo
ym

en
t 

w
hi

le
 u

si
ng

 a
rt

 
m

at
er

ia
ls

.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
w

ith
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 c
ol

or
s 

of
 

pl
ay

-d
ou

gh
. 
 E

nc
ou

ra
ge

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 r
ol

l, 
pa

t,
 s

qu
ee

ze
, 
an

d 
pi

nc
h 

th
e 

do
ug

h.
  

Ad
d 

to
ol

s 
lik

e 
pl

as
tic

 k
ni

ve
s,

 f
or

ks
, 
an

d 
co

ok
ie

 
cu

tt
er

s.
  
Ta

lk
 t

o 
th

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
ab

ou
t 

th
ei

r 
ac

tio
ns

. 
• 

C
re

at
e 

a 
co

lla
ge

 c
en

te
r 

fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 

w
or

k 
in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
.

• 
As

k 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 t
al

k 
ab

ou
t 

an
d 

ex
pl

ai
n 

th
ei

r 
ar

t 
w

or
k.

• 
C

ho
os

es
 t

o 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

e 
in

 a
rt

 
ac

tiv
iti

es
. 

• 
U

se
s 

ar
t 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
ly
.

• 
D

ra
w

s 
or

 p
ai

nt
s 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 a

nd
 

ex
pl

ai
ns

 w
ha

t 
it 

st
an

ds
 f
or

.
• 

In
qu

ire
s 

ab
ou

t 
w

ha
t 

ot
he

rs
 a

re
 

m
ak

in
g.

 

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
th

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
w

ith
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 t
yp

es
 

of
 a

rt
 m

at
er

ia
ls

, 
su

ch
 a

s 
pi

pe
 c

le
an

er
s,

 
co

lo
re

d 
ta

pe
, 
sc

is
so

rs
, 
an

d 
gl

ue
. 
 

• 
Ta

ke
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

on
 a

 n
ei

gh
bo

rh
oo

d 
fie

ld
 

tr
ip

 a
nd

 w
he

n 
th

ey
 r

et
ur

n 
gi

ve
 t

he
m

 a
rt

 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 t
o 

cr
ea

te
 w

ha
t 

th
ey

 s
aw

 o
n 

th
e 

tr
ip

. 
 

• 
D

is
pl

ay
 p

ai
nt

in
gs

 t
ha

t 
in

cl
ud

e 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tio
ns

 o
f 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

cu
ltu

re
s.

• 
D

is
cu

ss
 a

nd
 p

os
t 

sa
fe

ty
 r

ul
es

 f
or

 s
af

e 
us

e 
of

 a
rt

 m
at

er
ia

ls
.

• 
Id

en
tifi

es
 s

om
e 

co
lo

rs
 b

y 
na

m
e.

• 
B

eg
in

s 
to

 u
se

 a
rt

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

w
he

n 
di

sc
us

si
ng

 a
rt

 (
e.

g.
, 
lin

e,
 s

ha
pe

, 
sp

ac
e,

 t
ex

tu
re

).
• 

B
eg

in
s 

to
 p

ro
bl

em
 s

ol
ve

 w
hi

le
 

m
ak

in
g 

ar
t 

(“
I c

an
 u

se
 t

ap
e 

or
 g

lu
e 

to
 m

ak
e 

it 
st

ay
 o

n 
th

e 
pa

pe
r”

).
• 

U
se

s 
pa

in
t 

br
us

he
s,

 d
ra

w
in

g 
m

at
er

ia
ls

, 
an

d 
sc

is
so

rs
 s

af
el

y.

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:





Fa
ir
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x 

C
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nt
y 

Ea
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 L
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rn
in

g 
G

ui
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es

  
  
  
3

0

3
. 
M

ov
em

en
t

W
he

n 
m

ov
em

en
t 

is
 in

cl
ud

ed
 w

ith
 c

re
at

iv
e 

ar
ts

, 
ch

ild
re

n 
be

gi
n 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 c

rit
ic

al
 t

hi
nk

in
g 

an
d 

pr
ob

le
m

 s
ol

vi
ng

 s
ki

lls
. 
As

 t
he

y 
gr

ow
 a

nd
 g

ai
n 

m
or

e 
co

nt
ro

l 
of

 t
he

ir 
m

us
cl

es
, 
th

ei
r 

m
ov

em
en

t 
be

co
m

es
 m

or
e 

te
ch

ni
ca

l a
nd

 a
rt

is
tic

, 
w

hi
ch

 a
llo

w
s 

fo
r 

gr
ea

te
r 

se
lf 

ex
pr

es
si

on
.

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

C
re

a
ti

v
e 

A
rt

s 
(C

A
)

a.
 M

ov
e 

ar
m

s 
an

d 
le

gs
 in

 r
es

po
ns

e 
to

 
m

us
ic

.
b.

 B
eg

in
 t

o 
cl

ap
 w

he
n 

m
us

ic
 is

 p
la

ye
d.

c.
 E

xp
re

ss
 t

hr
ou

gh
 m

ov
em

en
t 

an
d 

da
nc

e 
w

ha
t 

is
 f
el

t 
an

d 
he

ar
d 

in
 v

ar
io

us
 

m
us

ic
al

 t
em

po
s 

an
d 

st
yl

es
.

d.
 S

ho
w

 g
ro

w
th

 in
 m

ov
in

g 
in

 t
im

e 
to

 
di

ff
er

en
t 

pa
tt

er
ns

 o
f 
be

at
 a

nd
 r

hy
th

m
 

in
 m

us
ic

.

e.
 M

ov
e 

to
 v

ar
io

us
 m

us
ic

al
 t

em
po

s 
an

d 
st

yl
es

. 
f.
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 g
ui

de
d 

m
ov

em
en

t 
ac

tiv
iti

es
.

g.
 G

ro
w

 in
 m

ov
in

g 
in

 t
im

e 
to

 d
iffi

cu
lt 

pa
tt

er
ns

 o
f 
be

at
 a

nd
 r

hy
th

m
 in

 
m

us
ic

.
h.

 B
ec

om
e 

aw
ar

e 
of

 p
os

iti
on

 in
 s

pa
ce

.

• 
R

oc
k 

in
fa

nt
s 

w
he

n 
si

ng
in

g 
a 

lu
lla

by
.

• 
Pl

ay
 m

us
ic

 w
ith

 v
ar

ie
d 

te
m

po
 a

nd
 b

ea
t.

  
• 

S
m

ile
s 

an
d 

w
ig

gl
es

 w
he

n 
m

us
ic

 is
 

pl
ay

ed
.

• 
B

ou
nc

es
 in

 r
es

po
ns

e 
to

 m
us

ic
.

• 
Pl

ay
 o

r 
si

ng
 a

 m
ar

ch
 s

on
g 

an
d 

ha
ve

 t
he

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
m

ar
ch

 t
o 

th
e 

be
at

.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

sc
ar

ve
s 

an
d 

rib
bo

ns
 f
or

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 u
se

 
w

hi
le

 m
ov

in
g 

to
 m

us
ic

.

• 
S

ta
m

ps
 f
ee

t 
in

 t
im

e 
to

 a
 m

ar
ch

in
g 

so
ng

.
• 

Va
rie

s 
ac

tio
ns

 a
nd

 s
pe

ed
 o

f 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 t
o 

m
at

ch
 t

em
po

 o
f 

m
us

ic
.

• 
S

in
g 

so
ng

s 
th

at
 in

vo
lv

e 
bo

dy
 a

ct
io

n 
an

d 
im

ita
tio

n.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

co
st

um
es

 a
nd

 p
ro

ps
 t

o 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

in
te

rp
re

tiv
e 

da
nc

e 
to

 v
ar

io
us

 s
ty

le
s 

of
 m

us
ic

.

• 
D

an
ce

s 
to

 m
us

ic
al

 b
ea

ts
 a

nd
 

te
m

po
s.

• 
Fo

llo
w

s 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 a
nd

 m
ov

em
en

ts
 

of
 o

th
er

s.
• 

Pr
et

en
ds

 t
o 

im
ita

te
 t

he
 m

ov
em

en
ts

 
of

 a
ni

m
al

s.

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:
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Developmental Continuum
4

. 
D

ra
m

at
ic

 P
la

y
C

hi
ld

re
n 

us
e 

pr
et

en
d 

pl
ay

 to
 h

el
p 

th
em

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

th
e 

re
al

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
in

 th
ei

r w
or

ld
. D

ra
m

at
ic

 p
la

y 
al

so
 h

el
ps

 a
du

lts
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
ho

w
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

se
e 

th
ei

r w
or

ld
.  

S
ta

rt
in

g 
w

ith
 s

im
pl

e 
ac

ts
 w

he
re

 in
fa

nt
s 

im
ita

te
 w

ha
t t

he
y 

se
e 

an
d 

he
ar

, c
hi

ld
re

n 
be

gi
n 

to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

at
 th

in
gs

 c
an

 s
ta

nd
 fo

r s
om

et
hi

ng
 

el
se

. 
 T

he
se

 s
ki

lls
 o

f 
im

ita
tio

n 
an

d 
pr

et
en

di
ng

 c
an

 le
ad

 t
o 

an
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 t
ha

t 
le

tt
er

s 
st

an
d 

fo
r 

w
or

ds
 t

ha
t 

ar
e 

re
al

 o
bj

ec
ts

 a
nd

 e
ve

nt
s 

in
 t

he
ir 

w
or

ld
.  

C
re

a
ti

v
e 

A
rt

s 
(C

A
)

a.
 Im

ita
te

 w
ha

t 
ot

he
rs

 d
o.

b.
 U

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

at
 o

bj
ec

ts
 in

 p
ho

to
s 

or
 

ill
us

tr
at

io
ns

 c
an

 s
ta

nd
 f
or

 r
ea

l t
hi

ng
s.

c.
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
dr

am
at

ic
 p

la
y 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 t
ha

t 
be

co
m

e 
m

or
e 

ex
te

nd
ed

 
an

d 
co

m
pl

ex
. 

d.
 S

ho
w

 g
ro

w
in

g 
cr

ea
tiv

ity
 a

nd
 im

ag
in

at
io

n 
in

 u
si

ng
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 a
nd

 in
 a

ss
um

in
g 

di
ff

er
en

t 
ro

le
s 

in
 d

ra
m

at
ic

 p
la

y 
si

tu
at

io
ns

. 

e.
 U

se
 c

os
tu

m
es

 a
nd

 p
ro

ps
 a

nd
 p

re
te

nd
 

to
 b

e 
so

m
eo

ne
 e

ls
e.

f.
 C

re
at

e 
sc

en
ar

io
s,

 p
ro

ps
 a

nd
 s

et
tin

gs
 

fo
r 

or
ig

in
al

 d
ra

m
at

iz
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 d
ra

m
at

ic
 

pl
ay

.
g.

 S
te

p 
ou

t 
of

 r
ol

e 
pl

ay
 s

itu
at

io
n 

to
 c

la
rif

y 
or

 g
iv

e 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 a
nd

 t
he

n 
re

tu
rn

 t
o 

th
ei

r 
ro

le
.

• 
W

he
n 

re
ad

in
g 

st
or

ie
s,

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
 b

ab
ie

s 
to

 im
ita

te
 t

he
 a

ct
io

ns
, 
so

un
ds

, 
or

 f
ac

ia
l 

ex
pr

es
si

on
s 

of
 t

he
 r

ea
de

r.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 s

uc
h 

as
 t

ru
ck

s,
 c

ar
s,

 
te

le
ph

on
es

, 
an

d 
do

lls
, 
so

 t
ha

t 
th

ey
 c

an
 

im
ita

te
 t

he
 a

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
ot

he
rs

. 
• 

S
ho

w
 b

ab
ie

s 
bo

ok
s 

w
ith

 p
ho

to
s 

an
d 

ill
us

tr
at

io
ns

 o
f 
ob

je
ct

s 
in

 t
he

ir 
w

or
ld

.

• 
B

eg
in

s 
to

 im
ita

te
 a

ct
io

ns
, 
so

un
ds

 
an

d 
ge

st
ur

es
.

• 
M

ak
es

 s
ou

nd
 o

f 
a 

tr
uc

k 
du

rin
g 

pl
ay

.
• 

C
an

 p
oi

nt
 t

o 
an

d 
na

m
e 

a 
re

al
 

ob
je

ct
 a

nd
 a

n 
ill

us
tr

at
io

n 
of

 it
.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
na

tu
ra

l a
nd

 f
am

ili
ar

 p
ro

ps
 s

uc
h 

as
 

di
sh

es
, 
do

lls
, 
dr

es
s-

up
 c

lo
th

in
g 

th
at

 w
ill

 
su

pp
or

t 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

pr
et

en
d 

pl
ay

. 
• 

G
iv

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 t

o 
ob

se
rv

e 
re

al
 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
 f
or

 t
he

m
 t

o 
im

ita
te

 (
fe

ed
in

g 
a 

ba
by

, 
co

ok
in

g 
a 

m
ea

l, 
vi

si
tin

g 
a 

st
or

e)
 t

o 
ex

te
nd

 d
ra

m
at

ic
 p

la
y.

• 
U

se
s 

pr
op

s 
to

 r
ol

e 
pl

ay
 t

he
 a

ct
io

ns
 

of
 o

th
er

s.
• 

Pr
et

en
ds

 t
ha

t 
to

ys
 a

re
 r

ea
l (

sa
ys

 
“m

oo
” 

w
he

n 
pl

ay
in

g 
w

ith
 a

 t
oy

 
co

w
).

• 
Te

lls
 y

ou
 t

he
y 

ar
e 

pr
et

en
di

ng
 t

o 
be

 
so

m
eo

ne
 e

ls
e.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
co

st
um

es
 a

nd
 p

ro
ps

 s
uc

h 
as

 it
em

s 
fr

om
 a

 g
ro

ce
ry

 s
to

re
 o

r 
do

ct
or

’s
 o

ffi
ce

 f
or

 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 p
re

te
nd

 w
ith

 o
th

er
 c

hi
ld

re
n.

 
• 

Fo
llo

w
 t

he
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
le

ad
 w

he
n 

in
vi

te
d 

to
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
e 

in
 d

ra
m

at
ic

 p
la

y,
 e

nc
ou

ra
gi

ng
 

ot
he

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 t
ak

e 
di

ff
er

en
t 

ro
le

s.
• 

H
av

e 
fa

m
ili

es
 b

rin
g 

in
 e

th
ni

c 
cl

ot
hi

ng
, 

m
ag

az
in

es
, 
m

en
us

, 
an

d 
fo

od
 c

on
ta

in
er

s 
fo

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 u
se

 in
 t

he
ir 

dr
am

at
ic

 p
la

y.

• 
Pu

ts
 o

n 
co

st
um

es
 a

nd
 u

se
s 

pr
op

s 
to

 p
re

te
nd

 t
o 

be
 a

 w
or

ke
r. 

• 
Pu

ts
 c

ha
irs

 in
 a

 r
ow

 a
nd

 s
ay

s 
th

at
 

it 
is

 a
 b

us
. 

• 
Im

ita
te

s 
ac

tio
ns

, 
ge

st
ur

es
, 
an

d 
vo

ic
e 

to
ne

s.

Pre-KInfancy

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:
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1
. 
G

ro
ss

 M
ot

or
 S

ki
lls

C
hi

ld
re

n 
in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
an

d 
le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t 
th

ei
r 

w
or

ld
 a

s 
th

ey
 g

ro
w

 in
 t

he
ir 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o 
m

as
te

r 
an

d 
st

re
ng

th
en

 t
he

ir 
la

rg
e 

m
us

cl
e 

m
ov

em
en

ts
. 
 T

he
ir 

he
al

th
 a

nd
 

w
el

l-b
ei

ng
, 
se

ns
e 

of
 c

om
pe

te
nc

e,
 a

nd
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 in
te

ra
ct

 w
ith

 p
ee

rs
 d

ur
in

g 
pl

ay
 a

re
 d

ire
ct

ly
 r

el
at

ed
 t

o 
ph

ys
ic

al
 a

cc
om

pl
is

hm
en

ts
. 

Developmental Continuum

Pre-KInfancy

H
ea

lt
h

 a
n

d
 P

h
y

si
ca

l 
D

ev
el

o
p

m
en

t 
(H

P
)

a.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 p
ro

fic
ie

nc
y 

in
 

ro
lli

ng
 o

ve
r, 

si
tt

in
g,

 c
ra

w
lin

g,
 s

ta
nd

in
g,

 
ba

la
nc

in
g,

 w
al

ki
ng

, 
an

d 
ru

nn
in

g.
 

b.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 

co
or

di
na

te
 m

ov
em

en
ts

 in
 g

ra
bb

in
g,

 
ro

lli
ng

, 
to

ss
in

g,
 a

nd
 t

hr
ow

in
g.

c.
 S

ho
w

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 le

ve
ls

 o
f 
pr

ofi
ci

en
cy

, 
co

nt
ro

l, 
an

d 
ba

la
nc

e 
in

 w
al

ki
ng

, 
cl

im
bi

ng
, 
ru

nn
in

g,
 ju

m
pi

ng
, 
ho

pp
in

g,
 

sk
ip

pi
ng

, 
m

ar
ch

in
g,

 a
nd

 g
al

lo
pi

ng
.

d.
 D

em
on

st
ra

te
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
bi

lit
ie

s 
to

 
co

or
di

na
te

 m
ov

em
en

ts
 in

 t
hr

ow
in

g,
 

ca
tc

hi
ng

, 
ki

ck
in

g,
 b

ou
nc

in
g 

ba
lls

, 
an

d 
us

in
g 

th
e 

sl
id

e 
an

d 
sw

in
g.

e.
 P

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 h
ea

lth
 r

el
at

ed
 fi

tn
es

s 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

 in
vo

lv
in

g 
m

us
cu

la
r 

st
re

ng
th

, 
m

us
cu

la
r 

an
d 

ca
rd

io
-

re
sp

ira
to

ry
 e

nd
ur

an
ce

, 
an

d 
fle

xi
bi

lit
y.

f.
 A

pp
ly

 m
ov

em
en

t 
co

nc
ep

ts
 t

o 
pr

ob
le

m
 s

ol
vi

ng
.

• 
Pl

ac
e 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 
w

as
ha

bl
e 

ob
je

ct
s 

w
ith

in
 r

ea
ch

 
fo

r 
in

fa
nt

s 
to

 lo
ok

 a
t 

an
d 

st
re

tc
h 

fo
r. 

 A
s 

in
fa

nt
s 

in
cr

ea
se

 m
ob

ili
ty

, 
pl

ac
e 

ob
je

ct
s 

fu
rt

he
r 

aw
ay

.
• 

U
se

 b
ox

es
 a

nd
 “

bo
pp

ie
s”

 t
o 

he
lp

 in
fa

nt
s 

ge
t 

in
to

 s
itt

in
g 

po
si

tio
ns

.
• 

Pr
ov

id
e 

pu
sh

 t
oy

s,
 lo

w
 c

lim
be

rs
, 
st

ep
s,

 a
nd

 
sl

id
es

.
• 

In
tr

od
uc

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
ea

nb
ag

 a
nd

 b
al

l 
ac

tiv
iti

es
.

• 
D

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

pr
og

re
ss

io
n 

in
 

lo
co

m
ot

iv
e 

sk
ill

s:
 r

ol
lin

g 
ov

er
, 

cr
ee

pi
ng

, 
si

tt
in

g,
 c

ra
w

lin
g,

 c
ru

is
in

g,
 

an
d 

w
al

ki
ng

.
• 

U
se

s 
w

ho
le

 b
od

y 
to

 c
at

ch
 a

nd
 

th
ro

w
.

• 
Pr

ov
id

e 
da

ily
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

fo
r 

ac
tiv

e 
ou

td
oo

r 
pl

ay
.

• 
U

se
 p

ed
al

 t
oy

s.
• 

C
re

at
e 

ob
st

ac
le

 c
ou

rs
es

.
• 

Pl
ay

 s
im

pl
e 

ga
m

es
 w

ith
 b

al
ls

 in
vo

lv
in

g 
th

ro
w

in
g,

 
ca

tc
hi

ng
, 
bo

un
ci

ng
, 
an

d 
ki

ck
in

g.

• 
In

cr
ea

se
s 

co
nt

ro
l i

n 
w

al
ki

ng
, 

ru
nn

in
g,

 h
op

pi
ng

, 
an

d 
ju

m
pi

ng
.

• 
In

cr
ea

se
s 

ba
la

nc
e 

w
he

n 
w

al
ki

ng
 o

n 
lin

es
, 
cu

rv
es

, 
an

d 
ba

la
nc

e 
be

am
s.

 
• 

Th
ro

w
s,

 c
at

ch
es

, 
an

d 
bo

un
ce

s 
ba

lls
.

• 
B

eg
in

s 
to

 u
se

 a
lte

rn
at

in
g 

fe
et

 w
he

n 
cl

im
bi

ng
 s

ta
irs

.

• 
Im

ita
te

 a
ni

m
al

 m
ov

em
en

ts
 t

o 
m

us
ic

 s
uc

h 
as

 
ga

llo
pi

ng
 li

ke
 a

 h
or

se
, 
ru

nn
in

g 
lik

e 
a 

ch
ee

ta
h,

 
ho

pp
in

g 
lik

e 
a 

bu
nn

y.
• 

In
tr

od
uc

e 
ga

m
es

 w
he

re
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ca
n 

ki
ck

 a
 

ba
ll 

in
 a

n 
in

te
nd

ed
 d

ire
ct

io
n.

• 
C

re
at

e 
pa

th
s 

fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 f
ol

lo
w

 w
he

n 
rid

in
g 

tr
ic

yc
le

s 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

rid
in

g 
eq

ui
pm

en
t.

• 
D

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

ba
la

nc
e 

an
d 

co
or

di
na

tio
n 

in
 la

rg
e-

m
us

cl
e 

m
ov

em
en

t:
 r

un
ni

ng
, 
ho

pp
in

g,
 

ju
m

pi
ng

, 
an

d 
ga

llo
pi

ng
.

• 
Pe

rf
or

m
s 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 t
ha

t 
co

m
bi

ne
 

la
rg

e-
m

us
cl

e 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 w
ith

 
eq

ui
pm

en
t:

 k
ic

ki
ng

, 
th

ro
w

in
g,

 
ca

tc
hi

ng
, 
rid

in
g 

a 
tr

ic
yc

le
, 
cl

im
bi

ng
 a

 
la

dd
er

.

B
en

ch
m

ar
ks

W
e 

w
an

t 
ch

ild
re

n 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

S
am

pl
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 E
xp

er
ie

nc
es

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 d
o 

w
ith

 c
hi

ld
re

n:
In

di
ca

to
rs

B
eh

av
io

rs
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 s
ee

:
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Developmental Continuum
2

. 
Fi

ne
 M

ot
or

 S
ki

lls
As

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ad

va
nc

e 
in

 t
he

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
of

 s
m

al
l m

us
cl

es
 a

nd
 e

ye
-h

an
d 

co
or

di
na

tio
n,

 t
he

y 
pr

og
re

ss
 t

o 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 s

op
hi

st
ic

at
ed

 a
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